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R-B’s Blue Unit on Tour

The second year tour of Ringling-Barnum's Blue Unit is al-
ready well underway. The show continues to draw critical praise at

what has been described
cus clowns in the world

The RBBB Red Unit's salute
to America's 200th birthday con-
tinues to receive standing ova-
tions at every performance. The
big spectacular has been describ
ed by many critics as a "must"
for every real American.

Show Opens

The All Star Circus, pro-
duced by Nordmark & Hood Pres-
entations, of Sarasota, Fla.,
opened its 1975 tour at Warner
Robins on Wednesday (Feb. 12)
to good crowds.

(Continued on Page 14)

each of its engagements. The circus is currently playing
at the Omni in Atlanta (Ga.)

Featured in the big show performance are Charley Baumann
i and his tigers, the Samel mixed group of wild animals,

Bl Michu, the world's smallest man, the Flying Gaonas, Elvin
§ Bale, aerialist, Jeannette Williams and her horses, and

as the largest contingent of cir-
today.

A Contest

Pet owners have been invi=-
ted to enter a contest sponsor-
ed by Kal Kan Foods and the big
Ringling-Barmum Circus. Partici-
pants are asked to write in 25
words or less why their dog or
cat is the Greatest Pet on
Earth.

Each entry must be accom-
panied by a code number, or la-
bel, from a can of Kal Kan Dog
or Cat food. Mail to: Kan Kan,

(Continued on Back Page)
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HIS BIGGEST 3-RING CIRCUS  ....oy xave scuenuw

When we visited the Hubert Castle Circus at Fort Wayme (Ind.)
on Feb., lst it was truly a big show, It is a strong program, one
of his best, with some new acts and even a European import.

The circus is produced by Hubert Castle, The ringmaster/an-
nouncer is Cleo Plunkett and the band is directed by Clement Toca.
The show's producing clown is Rex Young.

Miscellaneous

The Hamid-Morton Circus will
open its 1975 tour next week at
[opeka (Kansas). The dates are
Feb, 28-Mar. 2nd.

The Cycling Wizzards = cvcles

¥

The Esqueda Troupe = unicycles

i Lee Marx - juggling
Joan Pinson - the Marhal camels
John Cline - liberty horses

Charmaine's playmates

The Fossetts = gorilla parody

Jacqueline Zerbini - aerialist
-- Intermission --

The Flying Valentines

Clowns = The boxing match
Mel and Aurelia Hall - monkeys
Jim and Jeannine Hall - bears

Carmen and Irwin Hall - baboons
The Hermans - perch pole
Clowns - a tug of war
Included on the porgram are:| Sir Victor Julian - dogs
—_— . . Clowns - fire crackers
Tarzan Zerbini - wild animals 2 : s
| The Alejandros = tight wire

The Clowns - Safe Cracker | s )
Esmeralda, Janet, Evita, Irma ; Tony FUSS?tt - boundm?g rope

- single trapeze | Oscar Macias - balancing

7 i . John Cline - elephants (3)
Uscar Macias - cloud swing The Pinsons - elephants (5)
The Lenz chin ) T
e Soa oy camon | The Kemers - slephants (5
ﬁalo Hqthev N iill"o Aerial Youngs, Tibi and Eve,

) : i Aerial Teds - aerial cradles

Barbara, Loni, Lilian - foot | f
, 4 g Eddie Ventura = crater crash
jugglers
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Added Notes

In its recent newsletter
the National Congress of Animal
Trainers and Breeders (NCATB)
offers much information on what
is happening in regards to the
animal control laws.

0Of special interest is the
report that Dept, of Agriculture
inspectors will be enforcing the
Marine Mammal Act, This means
they will be making inspections,
filing complaints, etc.

Also noted is the fact
that Indian elephants are a '"con
cern" to the Dept. of Interior.
However, the agency has stated
that "elephants are not a prior-
ity with us now."

L. David Harris points out
that there is confusion regard-
ing the "endangered" and '"threa-
tened" provisions of the Endan-
gered Species Act. is ap~-
parently little interest on the
part of Congress in adopting an
amendment to establish a "threa-
tened" category for animals. It
is possible that the Dept. of In
terior can set-up such a cate-
gory on their own, but that re-
mains for some future date. In
the meantime animal owners must
have their permits and are warn-
ed that thus far no animals have
been transferred down to a pos-
sible "threatened" category.

There

The NCATB needs both moral
and financial support to fight
the current bans and those that

STRUPPI HANNEFORD is shown
here with the plaque she receiv-
ed when honored by the Ringling
Museum of the Circus at its an-
nual "Circus Celebrity Night."

will be coming up. If you'd like
to help send’ a donation to: Rev.
L. David Harris, Exhibition Ani-
mal Legal Fund, 622 Independence
Ave. S. E., Washington, DC.20003
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ROUTES

Beck's Circorama
Feb. 8 Sheffield, Ala.

Big John's Tent Circus
Feb. 17 Blythe, Calif.
18 Edgemont
22 Hacienda Heights

Hubert Castle Circus
Feb. 5=9 Memphis, Tenn.
21-23 Albuquerque, N.M.

Circo Americano

to Mar 9 San Juan, P.R.

Circus Vargas
to Feb 19 Birminghamn,
20 Opelika

Ala.

21-23 Jacksonville, Fla.
Circus of Wonders
Feb. 17 Fort Bragg, Calif.

18 Ferndale
19 Eureka
21 Crescent City
M & M Circus
Feb., 19-22 Rochester, N.Y.
Polack Bros. Circus
Feb. 21-23 Reading, Pa.

Ringling=Barnum - Blue Unit
to Feb, 23 Atlanta, Ga.

Ringling=Barmum - Red Unit
Feb, 18-23 Richmond, Va.

Royal Lipizzan Stallion Show
to Feb, 23 San Juan, P. R.

esese OTHER ROUTES sssssss

Hungarian Folk Ballet
Feb., 20 Oakland, Calif.

Pictured above is Florence Tenny-
son who toured as featured solo-
ist with Cole Bros. Circus in
1940.

Ice Capades

Feb., 19-23 Notre Dame, Ind.

Kramien's magic Capades
Feb., 17 Deming, N. M,

Fred Waring Show

Feb, 23 Oakland, Calif.

HELP ceseces §

We need reports on the shows
playing in your area, plus news
of all sorts.
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The above picture was taken on Cole Bros. Circus at Oakland,
Calif. in 1940, The name of the clown holding the ice is not
known. That's Otto Greibling in the center, the show's producing
clown, with Happy Kellams on the right.



Page 6

The Circus Report

Many show
folks were
attending
the eastemrn

EASTERN

FAIR fair meet-
MEETTING ing at
Portland,
Maine on Jan. 25th, Among those
seen weret Reithoffer show rep-

resentatives; Smokey's Greater
Shows; Goodings Million Dollar
Midwav; Langill Amusements; the
Dean, Flvimand Ace Amisements;
Funorama and King Reid Shows.

included: Dick Bron-
Lordly and

Agents
son; Adams and Soper;
Dame and Al Martin.,

Also attending were Joey
Chitwoord, Buddy Wagner, plus re-
presentatives of the Pine Tree
Showman'®s Club.

Photo Title

Todav's centertold picture
was obviously raken on the old
Eingling=-Barmum Circus. We have
been unq 1!:1.1 to determine the
voung ladyv‘s name or the vear
the picture was taken. Can any
reader ide this information

provi

In Memoriam.;?

.'
l

' cancer,

WiLLIAM (Bill) DEDRICK
(82) died at a hospital in Riv-
erside (Calif.) on Jan. 28th ot
He owned the Dedrick
Dog & Pony Circus and was a sim
painter, who lettered and put
scroll on many west show trucks,

JUANITA DEISLER (58) retir-
ed circus performer, died at
her home in Gibsonton, Fla. on
8. She started her circus
career on Cole Bros. in 1937,
in 1940, she and her husband,
Roy, joined Ringling=-Bammum
the Flying Royals. She did two
and a half somersaults and
double pirouettes. They also
toured in shows around the wor
Her husband, a brother and two
sisters survive.

THEODORE (Ted) HAMILTON
(85) died at his home in Peoria,
I11. on Jan., 17. He was a tat-
too artist with Bamum & Bailey
as well as many carmivals. Dur-
ing World War II he operated a

Tan.

as

1d

hotel in Peouria.
2 SO SN REN REON RO R B SN

Illlllllll lGTS

Animal Acts. Chimps, Dogs. efc

l OPENING SAT., FEB. 8
SHEFFIELD, ALA.

________.___1

HARRY E. BECK
BECK'S CIRCORAMA

[ Phene in Trailer |
! (205) 381-0213
L

- ———

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published
every week by Don Marcks, 525
Oak St., El Cerrito, Cal. 94530.

Subscription rates: $5.00 for 6
months, $10.00 per year. (Air
mail service $2.00 extra)
Advertising Rates: Minimum ad is
$2.50; Quarter Page $5.00; Half
Page $10.00; Full Page $20.00



February 17, 1975

Page 7

Random RGIIIb"lI‘S cessssss by ART "Doc" MILLER

The 1934 Silver Bros. Circus was owned by Sam Dock and his
daughter and son-in-law (Claire and Ray Brison). Previous to 1930
Sam had continually operated a wagon show since 1890, using the
title Dock and Jordon and The Great Keystone Show. (Incidentally,
the famous Nellie Dutton (Jordon) was borm on this show).

When the Brisons became partners they motorized the show,
using the title Brison Bros., until 1933, when the title was

changed to Silver Bros. (Sam had
Nickel Plate Circus and felt the
allure.

The physical equipment con-
sisted of two long wheel base
Chevy one ton trucks, upon whid
had been built home-made traile:
bodies. One of these carried
the poles and canvas, while the
other had a "boxed=in" portion
to house the air calliope. The
rest of the body carried seats
and misc. equipment. A third
truck, a one ton Model A, car-
ried the side show, dogs, small
caged animals and cookhouse. It
pulled a small home-made living
trailer which served as a ticket
wagon. Another truck, also a
Model A Ford, with stake body,
carried the ponies, mules and
goats. This also pulled a small
home-made living trailer.

For a show of this size
(big top was a 50 with one 30 ft
middle) the performance was surs
prisingly good. It featured a
pony drill, pick out pony and
trained monkeys by Sam Dockj;
trapeze, contortion rings, tra-
ined dogs by Claire Brison; re-
volving ladder, juggling, clown-
ing by Ray Brisonj; January mule,

once trouped on the old Harris
name Silver might hold an equal

trained goats and impalement by
Ed Davidson, who also acted as
boss canvasman. He had been witl
Sam since 1915, when the latter
promoted him from the old Mec
Donald Bros. wagon circus,where
he was little more than a slave.

Another performer did a
couple of acts in the big show
in exchange for operating the
concert (magic and illusions).
Another party acted as electri-
cian and clown in exchange for
the outside grab joint. A four
piece band was carried, also a
colored cook and two working
boys handled the stake driving,
while everyone pitched in to
get it upe.

The show made friends every
where it went and usually re-
peated in the same territory
every other year. They covered
the area from Virginia to Mary-
land, West Virginia, Penna and
New York. In the fall they us-
ually toured the eastern coast-
al towns, in Penna.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Pittsfield, Mass. = June 17, 1923
The Ringling-Barnum Circus went through

here today enroute from Schenectady,N.Y
to Boston, Mass.

The first section went through between
8130 and 9 a.m. and consisted of 21
cars. These included: 14 flat cars, 4

hnren mnare A ~sTannare and B& sramman -

The last section went through at 11:30
a.m, and consisted of 21 cars. These
included: 7 horse cars, 5 stock cars
and nine sleepers.

Bragg had two circus
He managed the No. 2
Ne. 1 unit was managed

iyvEon,

In 1923 George M.
units on the road.
unit, while
by Dorothy K

+h
the

Both shows went .. on Jan. lst and

Operart ed cont
1924

3 93deyg
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A BIG JOEN STRONG & SON PRODUCTION

CIRCUS>WONDERS

THE MOST WONDEROUS FEATS OF MAGIC EVER PRESENTED

Starring
AMERICA'S
FAVORITE
MAGICIAN

BILL
BIRCHFIELD

witha

& valcade

VARIETY
ARTISTS

Featuring
EUROPES ACCLAIMED

ABRIJIIHTI'&HMILY A WUMAN
WENDANY/ | BURNED ALIVE!!!

LIVE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

The "CIRCUS OF WONDERS" is currently playing to capacity busi-
ness on the West Coast, For dates available in your area writes

BIG JOHN STRONG
1533 West 1llth St., - No. 15
Upland, California

Phone: (714) 985-4645

©

' -
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A””THEB B]ﬂ SMS”” «os s by KAYE SCHETMANN

For the past month the Voorheis Bros. Circus has been plav-
ing dates in Michigan and Ohio. The feature acts include the Al-
berto Zoppe Troupe, ronsisting of Alberto, Sandi, Carla and Gio-
vanni. This year Alberto is introducing his bare-
back riding lion "Tayjura." His riding academy num-
ber features Carla as the ballerina on horseback and
Giovanni as the comedian.

The circus was produced by Col, Wm. Voorheis, who is
also the announcer and drummer, Danny Daniels is the
orpanist, while the producing clown is Irving "Rick-
/ ev" Romip. r

The propram as presented at | F o n s A l E
Elida, Ohio (Jan. 29) featured: !

{ CLOSING OUT CIRCUS COLLECTION...

Pre-show c¢lowning Rickev Romig

Peanut Pitch For collectors of circusania, an
Bobbvy Duo = jupgling cassortment of vour preference --
lose Cole = balance | photographs == lithographs =--
Clown - musical trombone press books -- mats =-- slicks =--
Barry, Nancy, Steve and Norm tickets -- business forms - let-
Miller = comedy trapeze | terheads -- route cards -- route
Alberto Zoppe Troupe | books == mileage books -- etc.

Arturo Ponce - head balance trap|have "a ton of it".
-- Intermission =--
Bobby and Jane Lang Familvy = an
acrobatic teeterboard
Arturo Ponce - gorilla parody iOrder in packets of $10.00 --
Irving Lang's chimps (2) §25.00 -- $50.00 == try a trial
Clown - Hypnotism I set of 10 old Circus Duckets at
Steve and Norm Miller - cradle ,$1.00 (all plus 8%Z postage)
Alberto's Riding Academy

iWhile it lasts = start or add to
'your collection now!

-=Your Satisfaction Guaranteed--

PEOPLE e cum

P. 0. Box 1021
HARRY J. JENKTNS‘, circus San Gabriel, Calif - 91778
organist, will tour with the | —
Mid=-American Circus this vear. gorilla parody, juggling and
LIVEWIRE, the Clown (Harry | clown humbers on the new Parlev
his | Baer and Bob Trippe Circus.

Jenkins II) will present
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;m:‘inncd Saturday l‘unzv. Octl 5

On the strength of a character of ens
tertainment quite different from what
the Palace patrons have been accustomed
to, beskdes on its merits as a show, this
Circus International of Boyd & Wirth's
should do a mopup on the main stem
these next seven days. It has all the
requisites of “box office,” all the color
and romance appealing to children in a
jamboree of ace big-top acts. It is a bis
ragged in spots, true, and RKO sort of
kicks itself in the neck by faulty bally-
hoo out front, but the drawing power
Is there.

In spotting five freaks In the frons
lobby as free acts the theater is dolng
itself more harm than good. Not only
#do the crowds cluitter the entrance ta
the extent that ticket holders have to
fight their way in, but the sight of une
fortunate humans Is in many cases Dot
conducive to ticket buying. The freaks
are Major Mite; the Carlson Sisters, faf)
girls; Sealo, the seal boy; Mildred, the
tattooed girl, and Ajax, the sword swale
lower. They came with the show, REQ
buying the entire layout for the week
for 85,200.

Another unfortunate occurrence at the
Palace this week is the day and date
booking of A Bill of Divorcement with
the circus. This Is a picture for sophlss
ticates and certainly way over the head
of any kid under 13. It is the type ol
mistake that occurs quite often in
modern show business, as for Ins
the playing of Skippy at Loew's Bta
with a4 nude and blue Texas Guinag
flash. ‘

The ring acts in the Circus In
tional are topnotchers. They Iinclu
May Wirth and Family, bareback riders;
Rohinscn's Military Elephants, Christian-
son's Fomous Stalllons and Marle's
Ponles, Dogs, Monkey and Kicking Mule.
The speclalty turns are on par with the
ring acts. They are Tiny Kline, in her
“8lide for Life"; Erma Ward and Ed and
Jenny Rooney. aerialists; the Picchianni
Troupe, seven excellent teeterboard acro-
bats, and Tarzan, the human chim-
panzee.

Erma Ward drew a terrific round of
applause during and after completing
101 one-arm turnovers. The Rooneys
also went strong with their stunting on
the trapeze. Miss Kline's iron-jaw slide
from the loges to the stage, however,
looked puny In comparison with the
stunt she pulled yesterday in sliding
from the roof of the Edison Hotel to the
roof of the Palace Theater Building. In
setting up the apparatus on the balcony
the stagehands annoyed the patrons so
that Miss Kline was under a bad handi-
cap even before she started.

The Circus Report

PROVIDENCE E.I.
© FATHZR EDWARD STLLIVAX TENY @
lm

|
HISTORICAL FACT svvees

The Hilliard & Main Circus of

1888 traveled on wagons and carr-
ied 114 horses and mules. They
had one elephant (Babe), plus a
group of 10 cages and 2 camels.

The big top was a 110 ft. one

pole TOUnd tOD,

TErESn, B Uwelii, SElcucudy Dege up
as an ape, fooled most of the audience
tonight into belleving that he was really
a beast. This act is the outstanding hit
of the show and had the crowd laughing
almost the entire time it was on.

Bluch Landorf and Band provide the
clowning interludes in the show and
most of their laugh attempts thudded
in the aisles In front of the Saturday
night audience of grownups. The 12
Greenwood Girls, danci troupe, and
the clowns help distract the patrons’ at-
tention from the continuous shifting of
props during the running of the show.

Andre Dumont, In regulation circus at-
tire, 1s doing the announcing of the
show, and Christianson is acting as
ringmaster, May and Stella Wirth pro-
vide a strong flash windup to the layout
by racing two charjots on treadmills.

The pit band, led by Roy Smith, starts
the show by entering from the back of
the orchestra. JOE SCHOENFELD.
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WHO KNOWS THE ANSWER?

Trying to cope with inflation and recession while confron-
ting the every day problems of operating can be quite a task for

any circus owner.

Inflation, of course, has hurt everyone,

but in most in-

stances the increased costs can be passed on to the buyer. The
showman is in a different position for he really can't pass on the

added costs,

The showman feels the pinch
like everyone else, and is look-
ing for new sources of revenue,
The very nature of his business
is such that he must travel many
thousands of miles, thus requir-
ing many tanks of gas, plus food
for animals, license fees, taxes
and insurance, etc., all of them
going up and up.

It is difficult for the
showman to calculate his costs
and profits. The margin is small
and there is a limit to what he
can pass on to the public.

The publie, of course, has
its own idea of what a circus
should cost, and if the showmant
costs are too high then he will
easily and quickly price himself
right out of business.

His only hope is to increase
his gross turnover so the small
margin provides him with a pro-
fit. To do this he must have
good attendance at every perfor-
mance.

The weather, 1ot location
and time of year can all be cri-
tical and frequently causes

but rather must absorb them himself.

MISCELLANEOUS +...

Ward Hall and C. M. Christ are
looking for side show people.

small crowds. As a result there
is no profit on a bad day and it
is impossible to make up the
losses,

Many shows have reported
they've done well, despite poor
economic conditions, and it's
always good to hear those report
ed stands. Hopefully, this has
been achieved from more people
attending the circus and not
from increased prices, with less
people in attendance.

It is not good economics
for shows to increase their re-
venue while decreasing attend-
ance from high prices. Far more
benefit would be achieved by
finding ways to attract more
people to the circus, who pay a
fair price, and not a high price

So we come to the ¢64.00
question -- "How do you get
more people through the gates?"

Who knows the answer?

Do vou?



The Circus Report

Page 14
ﬂ:;o’ M _RAMBLINGS (Continued)

One season an epidemic in
the north forced the show to in-
vade the deep south and with
cotton and tobacco prices down,
business was poor. Eventually
the show reached Louisiana and
became stranded, then camped
all winter on a deserted plan-
tation.

Enroute through the Georgia
turpentine camp region, a rag-

ged turp employee quickly fixed |

one of the show's balky motors.
Brison immediately offered the
man a job and after learning he
was double-jointed, saw the pos-
sibilities of making him a con-
tortionist, But the man shook
his head and claimed he owed
the company so much money he'd
be in debt for the rest of his
life. Knowning the Southern op-
erators cheated their unschooled
employees, Ray slipped money to
the man and told him to meet
them in Alabama. Needless to say
the man was there waiting for
the show when it arrived at the
scheduled location. He turned
out to be a top notch mechanic
and good performer, and later
was with Barnett Bros., Dales
Bros. and other shows.

When spring arrived on that
deserted plantation and with no
money on hand for licenses,
tires or batteries, it was old
Ed who dug down into his grouch
bag and came up with the money
to move the show. No one ever

NEW SHOW OPENS (Continued)

A new feature on the show
this year is a three piece band
(trumpet, organ and drums) dir-
ected by Charles Schlarbaum. Ad-
ditional musicians will be add-
- ed for important dates.

} Another new feature is

! the addition of a billing car,
| managed by show press agent,
Stan Mulford.

Show staff and acts are:

Jim Nordmark - president
Regina Nordmark - comptroller
Bob Adams - general agent
Charles Court - promotion mgr
_Hines Rucker - general manager
Patti Rucker - road tres/novelty
Craig Carlson - transportation
Steve Hill - prop boss
| Terry 0'Brien - concessions
| Randon Sink - chimps (3)

Big Ten gym champ

O'Brien's show acts

Craig Carlson - balance/tumb-

ling/high stilts

AVAILABLE

Facilities for boarding hoof
stock of all kinds.

CHARLIE ALLEN, P, 0. Box 91
Phoner (209) 757-3501

T;ealized that this man had sav-
ed $100 for emergencies.

~This was the only time that
the Silver Show was ever strand-
ed. All the other years they
ended the season a winner.
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NO MAN FACES DEATH ';7'~»:
MORE OFTEN THAN A
WILD ANIMAL TRAINER, ',
HE MUST BE ON HIS TOES-
. AT ALL TIMES, THOSE +,
SAVAGE BEASTS ARE" ),
ALWAYS PLOTTING AND
SCHEMING SOME WAY TO
STRIKE. ONE FALSE MOVE,
ON THE TRAINER'S PAQT -
WOULD MEAN DISASTER

ib

5ﬁ§;i
N
“.t"

F‘x

-—

wom.o.s MOST FAMOUS WILD . -1
ANIMAL RAINER = =« 500 | E-816. SHOW OPENS 11 X
BY" "Rov=~HumrHRIES Vel ' UIN CLEVELAND TODAY -

L'W 10 by Famput Al Som lag

(Continued next week)
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PEOPLE

RAVEEN, the Magician, is cur-
rently appearing at Caesars Palace
in Las Vegas (Nev.) with Steve
Lawrence and Eydie Gorme.

DAN GABERT (CFA) recently
visited circus friends in Florida
and the Ringling Museum.

BOB HOFMEISTER, who sold his
Appaloosa liberty act two years
ago, reports the horses work each
day at the Mission de Campanerie,
in Mexico. In addition to the 1li-
berty act the horses are used for
Roman riding and trick riding.

DON BRIDWELL (Whizzer, the
Clown) is recuperating from a mi-
nor breakdown last year, at a
Minnesota hospital., Cards and let-
ters should be sent to: Don Brid-
well, 2000 South Minnesota Ave.,
St, Peter, Minn. - 56082,

3TEITEILEILE

A CONTEST (Continued)
“"Greatest Pet on Earth, P. 0.
Box 8253, St. Paul, Minn, 55182
before May 15, 1975.

The prizes range from an
African Safari to a visit to
Cirque d'Hiver in Paris, or a
visit to your favorite European
circus, a chance to attend the
RBBB opening in Madison Square
Garden or a visit to Circus
World in Florida. Also planned
as gifts are circus motif old-
style mirrors.




