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775 A GIFT
Author Gene Plowden haa dona-

ted sons nine hours of teped inter-
.views with circus personelities to
the Ringling Circus Museum at Sare-
sota, Florida.

The tepee contain the comple-
te etory of Evans1 life and served
as the basis for Plowden'a recent-
ly published book "Merle Evans, Ma-
estro of the Circus*. Also included
on the tapes are interviews with
Evans* wife, Nene, end Art Concello
e former Manager of the Ringling
CLrcue.

GROSSES AHEAD
The big date on the West Coesl

this season for RBBB wee ite six
day atand at the Cow Pelace tn San
Francisco. Attendance there repor-
tedly outrenked even that of Oak-
land which is traditionally been
an outstanding show town.

Although no ectuel figures
neve been releeaed, show officials
report thet attendance at the Cow
Pelace was up 55Jt over thet of
1972, end 37Jt higher than the pre-
vious record set et that building.

SUIT FILED
In San Francisco, Cel*, the

District Attorney filed charges,
on Oct. 5th, against two local or-
ganizations for alleged aalas of
•erchandiae made from illegal ani-
mal skins. The suit named the Boot
Hook Corp. end Fancy Pants, end
asked that a restreining order be
placed on the firms and that fines
of $2,500 each be eet.

The District Attorney char-
ged the too firms were selling ar-
ticles that have been made fro*
the skins of kengeroo, python, ei-
llgator, cobra and aea turtle.

RECORD-BREAKER
Some 25,000 people turned

out to aee the Woncerful World of
Horses show during ita Sept. 7-9
date in Quebec. Rein kept ettend-
•nce down on the opening night,
but big crouds were on hand for
the other performances.

Attendance et Bangor, Me.
(Sep. 27-26) and Augusta, Me. (Sep
29-30) wee eleo up coneiderably.
Advance selee at these two spote,
were reportedly very good.
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HE REMEMBERS
Tot almost 30 years a Hart-

ford, Conn., detective has been
placing flowers on the grave of a
6 year old girl whose identity is
a ir/stery. The child, known as

"Little (Hiss 1565" was one
of the 168 people who died
es a result of the RBBB
fire at Hartford on July

) 6, 1944.

For years Oet. Capt.
Thomas Berber searched for
someone who might know the
youngster, but without any

success. She was the only victim
who was never identified, yet she
was not burned and her picture was
published in newspapers throughout
the world.

Barber was on duty when the
fire broke out and helped to set
up the Morgue for identification
of the bodies. It was a tragic
avent, he says, and no one really
knows Just how the fire started.

At first people from all ov-
er were sending in money for flow*
•rs, he says, but the fund was de-
pleted in 1952. Since then a Hart-
ford florist provides the flowers
•nd Barber takes them to the grave
site - to insure that the little
girl is always remembered.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published on
e weekly basis by Don Wercke, 525
Oak St., El Cerrito, Cal. 94530

Subscription rates: $1.00 for the
month; $5.00 for six months, and
$10.00 for a full year.

JOUR A PLIAStR
In a recent story written

by L. David Harris, show owner/mgr
Or. Charles Boas (Circus Kirk) was
quoted as saying "it was the best
season ever." This has been some-
thing we've worked for, reported
Boas, and now "we're really roll-
ing."

The show's 1973 tour closed
on Lebor Dey at East Berlin, Pa.,
after playing 95 days and covering
six states. Business was up at al-
most every location, the show own-
er said, and we had eight phone
promotion days. The highest gross
ever recorded by the circus came
at West Wyoming, Pa. which Boas
said was not a phone promotion
date.

The circus moved on six big
semi vans this season, using leas-
ad tractors. They also used three
smell trucks, plus a concession
and offic trailer. A new big top
( 60 ft. with two 30 ft. and one
40 ft. center) was used this year,
along with new canvas for the mar-
quso, pit show and novelty stand.
Next year the show will add a new
side show top.

Original Billboard sized cir-
cus posters from the 1940's. Each
is 6i ft. x 10 ft. and in full
color* - $35,00 each (Free Photo).
Writes L. Koltnow, 165 West End
Ave., N»w York. N.Y. - 10023 or
phone (212) 799-9065
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SHOW visitors
Although the season's tour is

over it may still be of interest
to report that the following show
folks visited Rudy Bros. Circus
during the Chicago engagement this
year (Aug. 1-14). Some of the show
people came back several times and
ell reported they enjoyed the cir-
cus performance end a chance to
see their friends*

The show visitors includedi
Murray Hill, Mike Gormen, the Al-
bert! Family, Clerk McDermott, Al
Antonucci, Dorey miller, Chester
and Vande Cable, Ivan Henry* the
Lacey'a, Cue and Ursula, Baptiste
Schrelber and Herbert Weber*

notes
On Jan. 1, 1974, the State of

Washington will edopt promotional
control lews slmiliar to those now
in effect in Seattle.

RBBB'S red unit reportedly die-
posed of e large female elephant
et Cincinnati, Ohio, because she
wee getting difficult to handle.

The Ceorga Matthews Circus play*
ed to strew houses while at Long-
view, Wash.

John Strong'e holiday ehow unit
will open its winter run on Nov.
16th at Santa Ana, Calif.

The "eppytime Circus has a date
scheduled at the San Fernando Val-
ley Fair (California).

A BIG SHOW
The Caraon • Barnes Circue re-

cently made a suing through Mis-
sour 1> and I understand tney had
good business et most of the dates.

I visited the ehow at Ne« Ma-
drid. They made an impressive sight
•1th the six pole top end five big
rings. The shout carries the largest
menagerie currently being presented
by an American Circus, which in-
cludes a herd of 17 elephants*

...... Earl M. Allen

impressive SHOW
He got home in time to catch

the Wallace & Rogers Circus in Ore*
gon, writes Morgan Berry, and they
have a nice show. They have one of
the best PA and organ systems on
the roed, which adds a lot to the
performance.

This show has e new concept
and it is worth the time end effort
to 90 an eee them. All but the
clown are Members of the flertzell
family, and the show moves fact
with John, Jr. on the mike. It
goes without saying that everyone
ie e professional on this show.

Jjror
Some 435 negatives of carni-

vals, consisting of 40 d i f fe ren t
sets of picturee. Price is $140.00
for the entire lot. Would consider
a trade for circus negatives.

Writei Jay deardsley, 122 No.
Bassett, St., Madison, Wsc. 53703.



OUTES

Beatty-Cole Circus
Oct. 15 Ponca City,0kla

16 Bsrtleaville
17 Miami

Ben Hur Shrine Circus
Oct. 19-28 Austin, Texas

Carson tt Barnes Circus
Oct. 21 Decatur, Texas

Hubert Ceatle Circus
Oct. 19-21 Chattanooga,Term

Clyde Bros. Circus
Oct. 16-20 Spartenburg,S,C.

De Wayne Bros. Circus
Oct. ' 17 Nape. Calif.

Fieher Bros. Circus
Oct. 15 Tahoke, Taxes

16 Levellend
Hal l 'o Circus Side Show

Oct. 15-21 Pensacole, Fie.
Hoxie Bros. Circus

Oct. 15 Gu l fpo r t , Miss.
16 Pritchard, Ala.
17 Elgin, AFB

— End of Seaaon —
In t ' l Boys Circus

Oct. 16-17 Springfield, Has
18-21 Boston

Kay Bros* Circus
Oct. 18-21 San Josa, Calif.

Kaya Int'l Circus
Oct. 18-21 Wichita, Kens.

Olympic International
Oct. 15-20 Mecon, Ca.

Ringling's Blue Unit
Oct. 16-17 Saginaw, Mich.

19-21 Kelamazoo

Ringling's Red Unit
to Oct. 22 Chicago, 111.

Royal Lipizzan Shorn
Oct. 16 Rochester, N.Y.

19-21 Cherry Hill.NJ

.... SPECIAL ROUTES

Albackar'a Magic Show
Oct. 17-21 Jackaonv'le,Fla

Fiesta Folklorico
Oct. 16 Fermville, Va.

11 Cordate, Ga.
19 Daytone Bch,Fl«
20 Tampa
21 Ft. Lauderdale
22 Miaul
23 Orlando

Holiday on Ice (Int'l)
Oct. 16-21 Canton, Ohio

Holiday on Ice (Nat'l)
Oct. 16-21 Philadelphia,Pa

Ice Capadee
Oct. 16-21 Albuquerque,NM

Ice Classic
Oct. 18-28 Tellahaeaae, Fie

Small World (Disney)
Oct. 16-21 NM Orleans, La.

..... CARNIVALS • •« • • • • •
Amusemente of America

Oct. 15-20 Mecon, Ga.
15-20 Lancaeter, S.C.

Matt Armstrong Shows
Oct. 17-20 Franklinton, La.

Belle City Amusements
Oct. 15-20 Moultrie, Ce.

Big H Rides
Oct. 15-20 Braford, S.C.

James H. Drew Showe
Oct. 15-20 Dublin, Ca.

Farrow Amusements
Oct. 15-19 Tsllulah, Le.

Fun Fair Amusements
Oct. 15-20 Moncks Crnr,SC

Cold Medal Shows
Oct. 15-20 Eufaula, Ala.

15-20 Creatview, Fie.
Louden Amuaements
Oct. 15-20 Jeeeup, Le.

Mid-South Amusement Corp.
Oct. 15-21 Florele, Ala.

Miaeleelppl Valley Showe
Oct. 15^20 Ozark, Ala.

Otterbecher Amueemente
Oct. 17-22 Boxley, Ga.

Rezorbeck Amuaementa
Oct. 15-20 Winnsboro, Ls.

Relthoffor Shows
Oct. 15-20 Rock Hill, SC

Rose City Ridee
Oct. 15-20 Poplar Bluff,Mo

Royal Amuaements
Oct. 15-20 Livs Oak, Fla.

Ralph Wagner Shows
Oct. 16-19 Belleville,Tex.

W A N T E D
Newe and stories ebout

show you have seen during the
peet yoer. Also went routes
and other Information about
the circus world.

Help us to help you by
sending in your ehow news
promptly.
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Half-Told Tale
The 101 Ranch rfild Meet Circus

of 1946 published a four pege pa-
per called the Circus Nawe which
•as wailed to residents of each
city they played. The peper car-
ried etoriee about the she* and
ite people, along Kith a variety
of performers, pictured in the
presentation of their acts.

Featured on the show that year
•ere Mark Sstith and his horses,
an ell girl riding act, Meurice,
•ire walker, the Gutierrez Sis-
ters, Landon*s Midgets, end Shir-
ley, the elephant.

Included in the peper was an
advertisement for Mobiloil pro-
ducts, who offsred special dis-
count tickets for children, which
•ould let them into the. show fSr
Just 3S«.

NEWREVVE
Two young promoters - Daniel

S. Briggs and Robert S. Sullivan -
have ennounced plane for reviving
end touring e Ziegfeld Follies pro-
duction next year. The show will
be put together in Los Angeles and
then is expected to play the nat-
ion's leading arenas.

The show will be e two pert
program. The first half will fea-
ture show girls, ssts, costumes
end Music of the Ziegfeld ere in a
attribute to the famous she* pro-
ducer. The second half, with con-
tewporery Music, will feature •
•stsr" psrfornter, with e different
star appearing in eech city the
show plays.

Carson & Barnes
Late this Month the Carson &

Barnes Circus will wind up their
1973 season, sfter having covsrsd
ten states and spending 225 daya
on the road. The ahoa opened its
season on Mar. 18th and will close
Oct. 28th, «ith only three days
off* They played only 4 two day
stands and one three day stand and
•isssd only t«o mstinees.

They left Hugo in the cool of
the Spring.

They toured to Texas end Min-
nesota and back again.

They treveled over 10,000
•ilee

And left behind the* e Bil-
lion sailss.

Thsy battled all nature's el-
ements, except the snow

Their road was weary and fil-
led *ith woe.

Pro* March thru October they
went on their way

Each looking for their per-
fect Circus Day.

During these Months thsy had
their ups and downs

Thsy ere show folks end shoe)
uld wear Browns

Tor they ere "True Circus",
one and all

Mho are saddened by closing
in the Fell.

Gladys Black

NOTICE ....
Old Billboards and Hobbles maga-
zines - $1.25 each. Write to Cir-
cus memories MueeuM, Fryeburg, We.
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TO THE EDITOR
Thanks for reminding me to re-

new «y subscription. I happily en-
close my check for $10*00 for the
coming year. I want to take this op
portunity to compliment you on this
fine paper.

I have come to anticipate eag-
erly its arrival each week and to
depend on it for news of the circus
world. Keep up the good work*

....... Herbert Ueckert

We really enjoy The Circus Re-
port and it shows a lot of improve-
ment in the style and those pictures
coma out pretty sharp. Keep up the
good work, ••••• Harry Chipman

Y E A R S G O
On Aug. 10, 1873, two trains of

the John Robinson Circus collided
at Ellis, Kans. on the Kansas Paci-
fic Line.

The first train had stopped at
the station and MBS signalling for
the eecond unit to atop, when it
plowed into the standing train* Sow*
four cars, including the caboose,
were damaged end thrown off the
rails.

It was later stated that the
fireman and engineer on the eecond
unit had been drinking prior to the
accident. Their train consiated of
'let cars carrying cages and other
wagons.

ourn
The Disney on Parade Show will be

touring South America during 1974.

A circus worker wee killed when
three Hone attacked him in Mexico
City on Oct. 4th.

The eecond annual County Rodee
wea held at Pleesenton, Cal. on Oct.
13-14 and feetured clown Karl Doer-
Ing.

The George Matthews Circus played
the fairgrounds at Valla jo, Calif.
on Oct. 13th.

Critics ssy the Chinese Opera,
now touring the U.S. ie e combina-
tion of circus, and opera, all roll-
ed into one.

The Allanthua Jr. Branch of Chil-
dren's Hospital (Oakland, Cel.) held
a fashion show last month and celled
it "The Createet Show on Earth.11

The Shenyang Acrobatic Troupe 'e
tour of the U. S. was reportedly
sponsored by Norton Simon, Inc. and
was produced by Telent Associates.

Clrco Hue (In Mexico) purchased
their firet elephant last week in the
mid-western ores.

in Oakland

FOR SALE
40 x 40 Tsnt

Blue & Yellow vinyl
Phones 209-757-3501

ALLEN'S PET ZOO, JN£.

Plxley, Balif., 93256
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FINALE
JOHN fTANKC, a circua rigger who

marked *ith R8B6, -s well as with the
INallenda act* He had also worked aa a
prop man with Tom Packs, Al Dobritch,
and the Paul Kaye Circus, He died at
Cast St. Louis, Klo* on Aug. 29th.

CHARLES SHANNON, who was known es
Shorty, the Clown. He had worked for
several shows including RBB8. He died
at Greenfield, Mase. on Sept. 16th.

For only $10...
You can c,et The Circus Report each
week* - why not order your copy to-
day and keep up with all t.iat'a
new in show business.
Writei Don Warcks, 525 Oak Street,

El Cerrito, Cal. 94530

PEOPLE

HAWAIIAN DANCERS, members of Golden Bros.' Circus, season of
1923, snapped on the lot at Corpus Christ!, Tex., with the Gulf of Mexico
as background. Left to right: Ruth Kane, Elsie (last name not remem-
bered) ; Flora Bruce, now residing in Garland, Tex.; Mrs. Ira M. Watts,
wife of the manager of Parker & Watts Circus, and Mary Rickman.

KARL WALLENDA made a 400 ft.
wire walk at tie new Capitol Center
in Washington, DC on Sept. 5th.

KIW and DALE BAER (daughters of
Parley Baer) are both working on the
Miller Johnson Circus.

CHARLIE SMITH, a former circus
clown, now works birthday parties
and a shopping center at Denver, Col.

JEAN GORMAN (acrobat) has recei-
ved s contract from the RBBB show and
•ill join the show as a ballet girl
for the 1974 tour,

THE FLYING APOLLOS recently laid
over in San Diego, Cal. due to a
truck break-down. They are efiroute
to eastern dates*

GUS and URSULA ( Juggllrl)» are
currently living In the Chftdago area*

JOHN STRONG will
be producing • show
for BOB TRIP& for
16 weeks starting on
April 15, 1971.

SmOKEY JONES will
have his elephant
"Tika" at the Paul
Eagles Luncheon Club
on Oct. 29th. An ear-
lier report was made
in error*

DAVID HAfnmARSTROM
had his review on the
Paul Kaye Circus prin-
ted in a recent issue
of Variety magazine.



A NEW ROLE
A recent Associated Press re-

port Indicates that Lash La Rue,
well-known whip and gun artist, is
now working at Mission Power Head-
quarters at St. Petersburg, Fla.
The Mission was founded by John

Cook es a means of help-
ing the down-and-out
class, as well as serv-
ing the Lord.
LaRue waa e big name

in film westerns, start-
ing In the 1940's. In
1952 the LaRue comics

sold over 12 million copies end
he even toured with shows, unere
he was featured ea a headliner.

Then things started to slip
and LaRue ended up managing a res-
taurant in Reno, Nev. It waa there
that he heard evenglist Bob Wood-
ward, end was thus moved by the
spirit of rededlcetlon.

I got sidetracked in the
world of competition and got lost,
says LaRue, the 54 year old form-
er matinee idol. "I was in a sit-
uation where I didn't make a bar-
gain with the Lord, but I dedica-
ted my life to Him as His servant,
My sense of values changed."

Now LaRue works hard and for
long hours at a time, helping to
turn lost souls towards Christ.
Because he was once down he knows
the problems of those he is trylnc
to help.

One project at the mission
jthich LaRue fevora is the Holly-
wood Western Revue for the Lord.
The show features trick gun and
whip handling, Lssh LsRue movies
end a smattering of old-time re-
ligion.


