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More Sad Than Bad

Wes in Chicago not | a g ago, writes
M. Simmac, nand while toere | caught the
Emmett Kelly Jre Circus at Kings Theatre,
They gave three shows to pretty good au-
di ence~hut tnere wesn't any music.

Apparently they had some troubl e with
the musiclens union snd a8 a result not
even the show's three piece band plsyed
for this date. The announcer, Austin
mles, expleined te the audience that lo-
cel raguletions required the hiring of
1oeal musicians, which was something the
show wasn't prepared te do on short
notice. Actually the sudience didn't
seem to mind at all,

Later when | talked with some of the
acts | heard there were other probiems
too, Like with the stagehands union, whe
wouldn't | et tae show fal ks handle some
of their own equipment,

Also heard that the show hed been at
the White House an Det, 31St, as part of
»n Hellowasen Party thing. Some of the
people said they'd be going back again
in the spring.

Tha show program f eatureds

Pamala's Mad Mod Dogs

Miss Tina = single trapeza

The Blue Stresks = roller skater8
Merlin, the Magicisn

Enmett Kelly, Jre

Les Thinis = trampoline

Judy and Thoto = chimps

Gentle Ben = bear act

Austin Iriles did the snnouncing, with
Derrick Rosaire serving as animal supts,
and Clement Tosem, band leader.

fla_visitors

Both John snd Henry Ringling North
spant a week VisSiting friends, including
Rudy Bundy, sarly in Nevember. | was
the first time they hed besn in Sarssets,
Flas, fOr suns time, Henry was lmst toere
ebout m ysar ago, while Jehn naen't been
there in six or seven years

About the first of Novembsr a New
York columnist neted that the Nerths had
arrived In tast city. One repert said
John had been champagning it up all night
lengs In fact hadn't been to bed in ever
30 hours.

Later it was said the twe brothers
had undergone a check=up et the Mayo
Clinine, then flew into Ardmore, Oklm.,
wnhere they hmve oil wells, Enroute to
Smrasota they stopped at Naw Orleens.

John now lives In Zurich, and ha
broucht along him Mercedes and chauffer,
and returned to Europe via luxury liner.
Henry, ON the otaer hand, fl ew back to
his home in Rome,

Grim outlook

The Sole Bros, Circus of Australlie
recently reported they were short of acts
for their dates in the suburbs of Sydney,

Several acts hsd left the show to
join other circuses or to play previously
signed night cl ub detes,

A spokesman said the circus wes hop-
ing 10 sign sevaral overseas ecta for
their upcoming tour.
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 J.BELLDES ||

John W, Bell, 74, longtine eireus
bandmaster snd namesake of the Jack Bel3
CFA tent at Seattls, \Msh. passed awmy
an Nov. 23rd, following a stroke,

A netive of Uklehoms, he wes born
on Sept, 25, 1898, During World War | he

played trumpet in Gens Psrshing's band,

He traveled wmith Robbins 8ros. Lee
Bros.s and the C. R. Liggett Shows, as well
es serving as bsndmester fors 101 Rench
1929=31; GCormen Bros. 19343 C. R, Mont=
gomery 1946; Ppleck Bros, 19473 King Br.
1948; Biller Bros, 1949; Ward Bros, and
Stevene Bros, 19503 Cole & Walers 1951a
53.

Ha moved to Seattle in 1954 and was
active in several organizations in that
area. He aperated the Holm' One Donut
Shop and helped tg Ssponsor the Wenmtchee

Youth Circus,

Survivors includes his wife, end
daughtars, Mrs, Sally Peul and Mrs. Kay
Dayj a sister, Mrs, Elizmbeth Lindblad,
all of Washington, and a brother, Jom
Bell, of California

Burial was st the Abbay View Cemse
tery in Seattle, Wash,

NOTES

The 8illy Smart Circus will opsn at
Croydon, Englend, on Decs 26th. They will
ploy thers thru lete January

A variety show, sponsored by the Nle
beny (Calif.) Police 0ff {cers Assec, will
be presented at the nearby Berkeley Come
munity Theatre on Decs 21st,

The Circus Hall of Fame show iS gow
ing to be produced by Clyde Bros. Circus
this winter season,

Tne Beatty- Cole Circus did "outstand.

ing" business at its date in New Orlemsns,
shortly before closing the 1972 tour.

THE CIRCUS HEPDRT {s published each week
ty Don Marcks, 525 Owk St, El Cerrito,
Calif. = 94530

yubscription rates arer §1,00 par months
$5.,00 for six months; $10.,00 for « yams.

=

shows rolls on

Circus Roysl (of Australis) played
st Mackay ON Octs 4=7 end at Townsviile
on Octs 12=14, reports eour Australisn
rnews sources, The show 13 now axpected
So move fnlind fOr = leng series of show
dates, he adds,

This shew, he states, has @ Pins pro
grsm, which i{s hesmperasd by the poor mus-
iC. Howsver, this Wil|| probsbly be im-
proved whan they obtain a new socund sys=
tem,

Ron Marshall is doing = grest job as
ringmaster, The show facently purchased
soma horses and they sra being trained
by Tony Holt, whe was with the Bertram
mills Circus for many years,

Frank Gasser, the show's manager,
hes plenty of idees te keep the Circus
e feyorite of Austrslia., They parade in-
to town, uwsually with a pplice sscert,
and that attracts |Oots of attention,

Roar, Lion, Roar!

_ M animal act wel| wnrth mentioning
IS currently being presentad in England
much to the delight ef the public.

Dick Chipperfield, Jr. who was m-
cantly featured an Ringling-Barnurn's
Blue Unit (with his lions and panthers)
is featuring on act with 15 lions, He im
planning to add another five lions to the
act, making it a qrwp of 20 snimals,

This |Is the biggest wild animal =ct
sesn in England since Clyds Bematty uss
featured with the Bertrsm mills Circus at
the Olympia many ysars ago,

——
SENSATIONAL HIGCH WHEEL ACT

Booked from Mid-April to Late=Oct. with
Gatti Charles Circus

Availeble FOr sport show dates during
the winter ssason,

Us Ss Addresss Box 461, Rising Sun, Md.
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rehearsals start

Rehearsals fOr tne 103rd edition ,f
tre Ringling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey
Cireus got underway | ast weesk (Dec. 4)
at the shows quarters in Venios, Fla.

The 103rd edition, produced by cir-
cus president Irvin Feld, and stsged and
directed by Rieherd Barstow (it's his 25
yrs With the show) will be the most spec-
tacular in the history of the circus. It
will festure five of the nost el aborate
production numbers aver seen, plus many
axciting acts which will be making their
fimerican dabut in 1973,

The Greatest Show on Earth*s 103rd
saason Wil| open a thres day engasgement
at its venice quarters an Jan. 5th.

Clowns % me.

When Ceorge L. Fox climbed to smine
ence ha was ecclaimed as "the Grimaldi at'
Amarice.” To indicete the importsnce of
Fox in his day, it may be said that the
part of Humpty Dumpty was as inseparable
from the name of George L. Fox as the
name of Joseph Jefferson bscame insepars
able from the part of Rip van Winkle.

Fox, like Grimaldi, was of a theae
trical family, end like, Grimaldi, began
young, masking his fir st stege appesrance
in Boston in 1830 when he was 5 yrs old.

He played Phinsas Fletcher in "Uncle
Tom's Cabin® during tnhe famous run in
New York City in 1853-54. His "Humpty
Dumpty™ ran for ten cosecutive weeks st
the O ynpic Theatre in Naw Yark, and in
that eity alone he played the part some
1,268 timea,

On George L, Fox's life too the cure
tain fell darkly. He was last sesn upon
the stage at Boath's Theatre an Novs 25,
1875, "the saddest, saddest clown that
ever chalked his face.” Appropriately it
was in "Humpty Dumpty",

For soma time previously he had giv-
en evidence of mentel affliction, and
that nicht after the play, it was thought
best to teke him to an asylums He died
two years |ater.

guests named

An exciting list of guest conductors
sas been snnounced fgr ths Jan, S=7 con=

vention of The Windjammer=s Unlimited. The
three day event Wil| be nheld at Calusa
Park in Key Biscayne, Fla, end pronises
to provide traditional circus music each
day.

The guest conductars as announced
last week ares

ROBERT HILLS = Composer and arranger at
circus compositions,

JIm ILLE ~ Former director a? the RBBB
band and currently band director an
t he Henneford O rcus.

EARLE MOSS = Bandmaster for many shows
such ast Hagenbeck—-Wallace; Gentry
8ros, and Mighty Haaqs Almso served
s arranget at Redie City MusicHall

HARVEY PHILLIPS = noted nusician with
RBBB and now Prefesser of MISiCc at
I ndi ana University.

CHUCK SCHLARBAUM - Bandmmestar for the
Clyde Beetty=Cole Bros, Circus
HAROLD WALTERS = Composer and srrangar,
whose eireus numbers includey Copa

Cebena, The Ringmamter, etcs

SPECIAL

Would you like te send a Christmas
Greeting to yeur friends via The Circus
Report?

[f you want te rush your order we'll
plan an attractive greating note for the
Dece 25th iwmue, sand Lt will cost you
only $2.50

Don't wait = send your check and or=
der St onece tar Dan Marcks, 525 Ok Sta,
El Carrito, Calif. = 94530

geraldo. .- «ou

Now available for the
1973 season.

A1so does juggling mnd rolle
bolls numbers.

Route 1 = Box 234=1
Fallon, Nevada = 89406
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HANS BRICK, European animsl trainer,
died in England on Auge. 22nd, He was 83,

THE BANANA SPLITS were featured in &
Christmas parade in San Leendro, Calif,
on Dec. 2nd,.

MORGAN BERRY and ELOISE BEBCHTOLD will
be with the Hubert Castle Circus in March
and ‘will rejoin Rudy Bros. in May for
the summer season,

ANGELA and TED AKEMAN recently attend=
ed a Shrine Club event at Las Veges, Nev,

THE BUMPKISS PUPPETS were featured at
the San Francisco (Calif.) Library for a
special program on Dec, 9th,

ANDRE KOLE, magician, will spend most
of 1973 touring in South Americe and
Asis. He will also play a few dates in
the Los Angeles area,

RAY GRANT, magician, is using a lec=
pard in his illusion feature instead of
a tiger this year,.

BRUNO ZACCHINI, Jr, is menufacyuring
snows &nd rides from his headquarters in
Saresota, Fla,

80B-0, the Clown, will be producing
clown numbers for the Kay Bros, Circus
et the Cow Palsce in San Francisco, Cal.

CLARK McDERMOTT is back in San Frane
cisco, Calif, for the holidays, He will
be working some west coast dates during
the winter season,

HAROLD RONK, has resigned from the
RBBB organization and reportedly will not
be touring next year. He reports tnhat he
will toke it easy because he's tired,

BERT F. PRATT
San Leandro, Calif.

Bert F. Pratt, 74, passed away sud=
denly at his home in San Leandro, Calif,
on Dec. 1st. He was a member of the Oak=
land Magic Circle; International Brother=-
hood of Magicians and the Society of Am=
erican Magicians,

Survivors includes his wife Gladys S.

snd a sister, Mrs. A, Carnahan of Vancou=
ver, B, C,

suif filed

A Florida State official end two
Sarasote County officials hesve been sused
by the Ringling Bros, = Barnum & Bailey
Combined Shows, Inc, and their subsid-
iasry, Hegenbeck-Wallace. The suits were
filed esgainst Tax Assessor John Mikos,
Tax Collector Miss C. Hagerman and exe=
cutive director of the Floride State
Dept. of Revenue, J. Ed Straughn, over
the firm's 1972 tax assessments.

The suits were filed by State Rep,
Granville Crabtree, Jr. attorney for the
circus and its subsidiary, Hagenbeck=
Wallece, Inc., both listed as Delaware
corporations,

Until Oct. 1971, Crabtree was at-
torney for the tax assessor's office and
was chiefly responsible for drafting a
1971 agreement approved by the 1971
County Board of Tax Adjustment, whereby
the circus wes taxed on the percentage of
time it was physically in Florida. The
1972 Board of Tax Adjustment three out
that agreement, mainly on the recommendas
tion of Mikos and his new office counsel,
John Dent,

The suit in behalf of the circus
asks the court to declare Mikos' §1,371¢
440 (reduced to $878,860 by the Board)
taengible personal property assessment wae
“jllegal and improper™ under state law
and unconstitutionsl under both the state
and federal constitutions,

On Nov. 3rd, the circus suit states
$7724,44 was paid Miss Hagermsn and repre=
sented $643,70 in tax and $128.74 in pen=-
alties levied by Mikos for lete filing .f
the tax return on $19,600 worth of equip-
ment and animals that are permanently lp=-
cated at Venice, Fla, "The remeinder of
$859,060 is the subject of the dispute
in this proceeding," the suit states,

In the suit by Hagenbeck=Wallace,
which furnishes the circus with its cose
tumes, and other accessories, it asks the
court to rule "null and void" the entire
$468,750 assessment and penalties for lak
filing of the return, on the grounds ‘the
firm does not do business in the state
and dalivered the squipment to the cir=
caus in Delaware,
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KUHN CIRCUS &=,

In the spring of 1936 Eddie Kuhn set
up a truck show, at Kansas City, Kans,All
new Chevrolet trucks were used and inclu-
ded in the equipment was & calliope end a
light plant. Even the big top, mads by
Baker & Lockwood Tent & Awning Co. was
new,

. The show opened &t Argentine, Kens.,
with Dud Lawrence as agent, while Slim
Brown and his wife, Bobby, were in charge
of the billing.

Eddie Kuhn was the owner/menager,
Ticer Bill Snyder was egqusstrian director
and Dutch LaBlair handled concessions,
Jerry Kerns was bannerman and lsgal ad jus
ter for the show,

Show acts includeds

The Moore Duo (Jack & Clera) tightwire
and loop=the=loop feature

Freds La Velda = ring contortion and
single irapeze

Ted La Velda = hnnd bzlancing and back
bending contortion

Clownss Tommy Heydem, Jack Rogers end
two others who I can't recall.

Tiger Bill's family had the concert and
they did trick roping, whips, etc.

Sometime after tne opening date Doc
Ford and his wife, Borghild, joined. She
did twa sariasl turns and then they both
worked mental acts in the aide show, as
well as a vent act,.

Russell Hall joined with some animel
acts such ass Pony and mulej dogsj camelj
menkays; bear and Razor Back Hogs,Sevaral
years later Hall operated a one man show
with his enimals whih’ was called "Capt,
Russell's Barnyard Circus.,"

(Continued on Page 6 = Column 1)

Acts appearing st the Circus Circus
Cesino iN Lus Vegee, Nev. during tne JAFE
and SLA comvention Decs 12-14 includes
Flying Palacios The Hilarys
Flying Gibsons Flying Farfans
Berosini Family Maree Polo
Senior Antonio Rodr iquez Bros,
Tony Steele The Rendellws
Le Lisa Carios & Tersss
Peluze, clpuwn Gigi = waeb
Smaha's el ephant Tanya

Ringmaster's chores are shared by
Clarence Hoffman and Mike Hartzell.

animals found

More than 40 animalse stolen from a
Children's Zoo in New Zmsland were recent.
ly found in a small steel shed obeut 20
miles from the zoo,

A man who told officials ha lived in
the small building has been charged with
possession and maltreatment of the animal
group.

fimong the animals which were stolen
were: 11 shesp, 11 goats, 6 horses, o

liama, 3 pigs, a tortoise and a miniature
white bull.

collector's item

Thae program and route book for Circus
Kirk For 1972, now mvsilmble from Jim
Kieffer, 1927 Queenswood Dr., York, Ps, 1s

4

1ﬁ$

You can count on "THE CIRCUS REPORT" to give

you the best and most up-to-data show naws
and routes every week.

Subscribe todesy = it's just $10,00 for the
full year.

Writes Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito, Cal. 94530

m real collector's item,

s b The two booklets sell
i glﬁ . uﬁ‘%Hi1$“T%$%ﬁkqﬁgﬁﬁ* F - P for $2,50 and are filled
%ﬂﬁ# ﬁn -l ng with pictures. The route

Ea W,
$ oy book offers the show's
routs fer the pest few
yoears, plus a daysbyeday
route for 1972,

It's the type of route
book that one hope8 avary
show would produce,
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Bechtel Christmas Show

Dec. 1?7 Sen Francisco, Calif.

Circus
11 Tulare, Calif,
12 vismlia
13 Lo= Banos
14 Atwater
15 Gustine
36 Lodl
7 Roseville

Chrlstmas gift

Why not aive a friend a sub-
scription to The Circus Meport
a5 a Mristmas gift? [t will
make an ideal gift for anyone.
suhscrintions cast just $3 0,00
For the year ant can be order-
ed now In time For Christmas,
drite today tot Don Marcks,
525 Ogk St. E| Cerrito, Calif.

John Strong
Dac,

Auditorium Parking Lot— 10th and

GALA DAYS

Starting

WEDNESDAY JUNE
Everything New But The Nane

28800 DOORS OPEN +* AFTERNOON AND NIGHT PERFORMANCES
k1 & TP M. i:uc'n.'r m: s.n-u: IN EYERY DETAIL

TWICE
DAILY

AND WILD ANIMAL
MENAGERIE
WONDERS of the WORLD of WHITE TOPS ot their THRILUNE BEST

* Brilliant All-New Stor-Spangled At | Acclaimed ke Press and Public..

KUHN CIRCUS (Continued from Page 5)
Upening in mid=April the show sufferps
ecd throurh a rainy spring and {t finally
fnlded on July 7th at Sisseton, S, Dakotsa,
then went into the barm at Kansas City.
Leter on Eddie took the show out againe

Same years later Eddie Frumed a wild
animal act which ne presented on many ine
cnor shows, as Wel| as tented shows.

bluge of Unswrpaseed Asrlal, Arm- Gayer. tanmiar, il with Theills P
Balic and Arenic Artists, and Amatzing e bafore, —Lox Angrles Evaminer.

Animal Acters...Embracing the Cream L.:'lm-u':u'“_" o soewn ... yee
of the World's Choicest Circus Telent.

=les Amzries Heradd-Fuorrem,
® HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE AMD AMIMALS ’VHERRY MODERN

@ TONS OF PERFORMING ELEPHMAMTS

esconks of macriricint mwonses | 3-RING MEDLEY

® CLOWNS GALORE ® ACRES OF TENTS

: OF MIGHTY BIG
BUY BONDS FOR VICTORY! TOP MARVELS

NO RATIONING
OF LAUGHS !

_NO_BLACKOUT
"ON THRILLS!

e}

R NE

Tne sbove advertisement was used in 1943 by
Russell Eros, Circus For their Qakland, Cal
engegement = June 9-13,

-



