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i Gras Editorial

le the Circus an Ewvil?
(Clipping Dated 1890)

A person mever makes a foreible point by resorting to
absurd extravangance llke that urged against the circus by a
writer in this morning’s REVIEW. While it iS true that the
Circus is not a great moral leverage, it I8 not true that it is
the: apothesis Of all that is hideous in Immorality and vice.
Iis mieston is more to emtertain than instroet, though the ae-
companying mefiagerie IS NOt a bad object lesson for grown
people &8 well & children, and zoological gardens are main-
tained in many of the great cities for the instruction in nat-
ural ‘history of those who take an interest in such matters.

It is true that card sharps, pickpockets and thieves travel
with circuses in grsatér or lé8s nurbers; but thereare pa-
asites that infest all great crowds. You find them d —
3 the seashore, and even hovering around the edge of great
camp meetings. They areno part of the clreug, apd #t 18 pot
likely that they are encouraged by the proprietors of great
shows, glnee they merve to keep many people at home who
dtherwise mighit desire to witness the performances.;. Un-
fortunatly many ignorant people are taken in and fleeged by
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er is it true that circuses drain the country of t
great sums of money that megt people seem f¢ think, They
Felr mofigy ag they go, and after g summer of wander-
ing from town to town it is generally the case that they have
little more than that they started w{i’ﬁ.

The measure of delight that these wandering temted &a-
plays have carried into the hearts of the rising generations
is incalculable. Frosty, indeed, mpagt B the disposition of the
man who can look back over hig bod days and not re-
widl with 2 glow of pleasure the délght thit was brought to
him by the event of an occasional circus. Standing now near
the summit of life's journey, who will take that retrospect
and say that his youthful years were not made happier by an
occasional gala day, and who WHI declare that these delight-
ful diversions &f childhood were 1 any way responsible for
whatever error Of evil may have found itself into his life in
after years?




Bud doesn’t Xke to talk ahout himself—he did sand
never would even when at the height of his art. It was ay
hard to interview “hiim as it was to him away from the
horses he laved, Ha was always of a diffident nature and
yet prominent socially and his company was always a—Jc
d all functions of the circus elite. Well-groomed to the 5
degree and above everything else & gentleman. Owme could
almost keep wup with the modes by watching the
clothes worn by Bud .whilé equestrian director. He
Believed that if you.want a, well-dressed show, you must be
a leading example in sartorial make-up. |

Gorman’s progress in the circus world was phén_
ominal. in Newport, Kentucky, in
that of an average boy sud youth uniil 187I, "Then he 'ﬁeg&l‘i
running up against circus life, for a great rider, James: Rob-
inson, had married Bud’s sister. Bud began to like tiae odor
of the tanbark and then e hanging around &
department He liked 1o hear the bands &@ the applausé
uiid ther, overnight, the circus got into #i# blood. I want to
become & great rider,” he said 10 himself on Mis way hofne
that night, And he made good in that determination. He
begged his brother-in-law to teach him the business of
He did. At' that time Jifn Robinson had pooled his with
thege of Frank Pastor, another clever equestrian and broth-
er of Tony Pastor, the clown and later theatre magnate. They.
called # the Robinson and Pastor ¥roug and it was here
that Bud was taught 10 tufible on the back of a horse. And
to fuitible from it, téo: This wag while thé show was at Cov-
ington, Kentucky. Young Gorman took is this sort of thing
like Lindy takes to the air. He rode in between shows and
the horses tired long before he did. He mastered the art
quickly and then began specializing in difficult hurdling. Ina
faw years he was the greatest itriek: hurdler in the world:
Circus managers began inquiring abeut this daring young







some pretty fair acts. That was all the riding we in
Australia, with the exception of the Hippodrome races. Be-
Heve me, we were glad to get back to America.”

Bud Gorman was with the Sells Brothers Circus when
there great showmen, tiring of the business, decided to sell
out to the Ringling Brothers. After the sale of interests Bud
remained for another three yesrs a8 equestrian dirsctor. When
the show wus taken off the road, Gorman wxs sent out with
iy Ringling outfit and acted as thelr equestrain director for
seyen years more, atd when the Ringlings acqtiired the Bar-

and Bailey Bhow, Bud®€&—— —to hold sway — ring-
—@ for this new combination for another three ysars.
Then he resigned and joined out with the Hagenbeck Wallace
Circus and wal with them gix wenrs, retiring in 1919, making
his home in Louisville, Eentucky.

Bud Gorman has baén an invalid for teit years as & re-
pulf of the railroad wreck of the Hagenbeck Wallace elreus
IN 1918, at Hammond, Ind. Let Mrs. Gorman tell about the
catastrophE'

“In 1518 we were with the Hagenbeck Wallace Circus.
We had = terrible accident in Hammond, Ind, Ar empty
troupe train ran into five coaches and killed eight-five people.
Mr, Gorman did not think he waz hurt, but the following

ha began dragging his fest when walking. | asked him
to retlrd from the circus busihess. He did so ia 3919, His
walking got gradually worss, He began walking on crutches.
Then he couldn’t even walk on crutches and he took to a
whedl chair to which Be has hieen confined ever since. .

Mr. Gorman was twice married, His first wife was Panla
Lee, of the famous circus family bearing that name. He mar-
rled Migg L ce ih San Francisco in 1883, ©Oné child was bord
to this marrigae. The baby lwvéd to be six months old. Pauld,
Gorman died im 18%2, In 13932 Mr. Gorman married Gladys
Lanigan, a premier dancer and a rider of some repute.

Bud ©orman is fortumate in having, during his present
affliction, a wife so attentive to his every wani. She iz a
constant comfort to hifa and is faithfully by hisg side &&

His mind is as clear to-day as it was when he was
directing some Of the big shows, where quick-thinking, dig-
nity and tact are mecessary, &x you leave the house, Mrs,
Gorman i# sure to whisper i4 you, so that Bud won't hewr it:

is the dea.rest and most patient hubby i thé world, Godl
bless Himi!"
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a Laen., His father, a Hon‘tamer of note, merried a danghter
of Sir Charles Wombwell, who was the Barnumt of England.
“Charles Wombwell, later Sfr Charles Wombwell, Baronet,
having been by her Most Majesty the
Queen,” the “Professor” alwa.ys BAYS in réferring to the fact.
Sir Charles was my friend’s grandfathel _It was Miss Womh.
ell, angther daughter, whe wags o ghockingly killed. She
;' greai tamer ang tralner, and tor many years part,
her “act” was t6 put her hésd in the lion’s mouth. But
day, withoiit the slightest warning, the jaws came together.
My friend telly me that few long are caught, and that
hardly one full-grown |iOn a year is exported from the tropies.
Even when a Hoyn has been trapped there is danger in get-
ting out; the trappers often become #o frightened that
they shoot him. An imperied Hon iz usually :more vEluable

one bred in captivity, because he more life and
vigor and more .6f the Hor’s true nobility, |N zoological gar-
g are often breéd frofi animals which themselves

rn in eaptivity, and g0 the breed beg“]ns to degenerate into
deformities, eripples, and "“maniscs.” When you Me a lion
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he grrives In England—the wild-animal market o the world—
and is the reason a lion tra@e calls fer so much jndg-
ment. After his capture be has probably been drawn many
days wind bullocks to the seaboard, poorly ténded by na-
tives, bddly fed, and subjected fo many indignities by those
whom, if re had his freedom, he could strike dawn with a
blow of hig paw or crush with a snap of his jaws. The mea
voyage iz more or l¢g3 rough, the food apd tremtment fdif-
ferent, so that by the time he arrives In England he is miors
dead than glive. It tgkés & connoisseur to judgs whather
this measly-looklng brute ean be toned up or not. A good
judge ean tell if the moest unpromising-looking beast can
be regtored to his former majestic Beauty.

With this proeess of restoration the taming begins. The
lion is treated with the consideration due his rank. He is
plaged In a den with plenty of movingirosm, has an ample
quantity of straw for bédditig, and is put on preper diet. He
becomes accustomed {0 «qulet usage. The tamer rill NOW be
much about the cage, that the lion will eonnect Him with the
kind treatment acecorded hirh. “I.* said my friend, “rarely pass
a den without stopping, if tor 2l mement, to say .a few
wards. | have done this with lions until they were so sure
they might expeet nothing but kindness from me that they
came {0 the frort bars of the den whenever they saw me an-
proaching it, and allowed me to stroke them. Indeed, t —
woyld know me @ven in the dark.

“When I have ptruck up an outside friendship with a
lion, the chances are in favor ¢f his allowing N€to enter the
@én, There are, however, some lons who will dtand off a
immer as fong.as possible” ¥ know of one Uon té whose dén
we are obliged to have several entrances. Asg soon as the
tamer appears st any one of these, the lion will spring over
to it and li¢ against it te prevent its being opened. |
known three-quarters ¢f &n hour to pass before the tamigr
cbnld affeet ap énipances, zhd sometimes he has to up.
This lion is- a noblelecklng, black-maned, feroclous b
who has killed three mmen IN his den, and probably any arm
her of natives before he was captured He may have

liori who, when his lioness ran up a1l it of breath and
asked, ‘My liege, have youi seen running this way?
mpned, as he smacked his chopsa: ‘Yeg, dear. He has just
stepped ingide.



whidh the presenl tamer fires because he remembers the
wound in his foot.

and this was the first man to face him since the tragedy. He
went in, shut the door, and stood there like a pillar of salt. T
jumped up the steps, reached for him, shook him, and pulled

a good many Itoms, but fortunately have

only two tears in my hose and but one in my trousers.
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and sheep. |t was literally a exse of the lion and the lamb
lying down together. If | had left the den, they would still
have been Iylhg down together— with the lamb inside the
lion. In t@ming or training wild animals yen want to let
them know that you have plenty of nerve, and if you see an
animal watehing you, you want to wateh him, and, while going
on with your performance, ciyiail it. When my fifesd the
Iiok clawed me | was teaching the cues to an understudy,
| suppoge that I[N furning to look at him—te emphasize
f the cues— | didn’t give the Hon quite as mueh el m-
as he wgs accustomed to. That is, as a —— a great

point with a lion.

“QOmne of my lions Once gnawed through the wooden fioor
d his den and got loose in a large anction yard & night, |
heard the noise, and opening the dobr #f my galoen, as we
call a mendgerle car in England, | saw M . Lion sauntering
about the premises. It might have meant death to a
many people kmd he still been at large when the gates were
opened. I called two OF threé of our people to be ready with
some ghutters, and seeing a japk prop on the ground, | jump-
ed down and picked it up. 'Whe#t the [ion saw N® he made &
rush for me. When he wgg almest on N€ | dodged and
caught him full ON the etid of the nose with the prop. That
i§ an animal’s most sensitive point. 7The blow kudekedl him
‘gilly,’ and before he could colléct his senses we had hi m sur-
rounded With shutters; and got hi minto a éhifting cage.”

There are tamers and trainers. A tamer is simply =
man Of unlimited nerve. A tidiner has nerve and judgment.
My friend tells xig that a trainer pan tédeh a Hon about as

tricks as can be tanght a dog. Sometimes the lion
himself will unconsciously suggest a new trick. "| hed to
train four Hong to jumyp a gate: One of them was so stul
born that | determined to léave him (Or thée lagt. When I
came to him he was lying IN a eorner. | began striking him.
He sprang up and came toward me. He had a wicked look,
so | hit him a sharp blow from below on the ead of the nose
with my cane, the only weapon I ever take into the den. The
blow stung him so it turned him around, and, as if to escape
another, ha jumped up to the bars and remained standing with
his fore feet upon one of them. He gave me s took which
said plainly, “I'll stop here If you won't do it again.” He look-
ed superb standing there drawn up to his full height. 8o I
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sat down on the gat®; Lt a cigarette, and kepi him in that
position {ill I had finished. I trained the other lioms in the
act, gnit a fine appearance the four made sfanding against
the bars.

“Another frieiid, 6f mine was #1 the audience when a
lioness killed a traifier at the Paris Hippodrome, She had
Been trained te approach him from behind, rise om her hind
legs, gnd plage her front paws upon his shoulders, She did
#0 this time. THen quietly thrusting her head over hig
shoulder, she seized him by the throat and literally tossed
him ever her Back: The gthér Hons in ike deit fell upen him,
and though ha was rescued from the den, he died within an
hiour."”

| asked the {frsinér why he never armed hiniself with
more tha@n a cane. Tamers rarely dig, he said. Thee was
no use. A lion's attack was like & thunderbolt. One bite; one
Blow with the claw was deadly. The men stationed cutside
with carbines and red-hot irenog are there only to drive the
lion off the body éf his vietim, so that 74 ¢an be got.ont of the
den alive, gnd the spectators saved fhe horror of seeing him
devoured.

 An Elephant That Can Read |

He chose eut of the large herd belonging ig Cole’s
Circus a fifteen-year-old elephani—Rajah. He then procured
& blackboard, a couple @i feet long and only & few idchés
wide, on which to write his orders to his pupﬁa
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phant would recognize the look of a whale short word
when written.

He brought Rajah into fhe I’Ing once each day, and V%/
ing the ward ' ‘-« - with which Rajah was entirely. Tt

miliar when |t was ealled out, Conklin slowly printed it
before his eyes, dllowing the animal t4 wateh bim and the
writing. As as it was finfskied he laid down his chalk

and shouted put; “March!” 'This was repeated.

Very soom Rajah d his own accord would ‘start off
around the ring as soon word “Mareh” had grown into
shape beneath Mr, Conklin’s fingers. He had learned the look
of that word perfectly. The keeper thén passed 0N 6 "Stop,”
and the big brain of the beasi quickly grappled with the
crooked &7 and what cams after,

Rajah riow reads about a different words, and un-
derstands their meaning; mor i he ever confused upon any
of them. Mr. Conklin expects to exhibit thiz o=
g mext year, with one or twe & Am&egually learned. He
is now educating them in the alphabei.

[t has been #sid that elephants are the muwsi intelligent
animals after man.

On one occasion, soon #fter the close of & matinee gar-
formance given at Brockton, Massachusetts, by M.
paugh’s circus frovpe, a one-story frame building nee the
tenta caught fire, and in a few mowents the entirs building
was enveloped m

While all ware exmted, and making futile attempts to pull
figwn the buildings with their hands, Mr. Adam Forepaugh
running up, and taking in the situation at a glance,
hastened to the elephant guarters, soon Aftar appearing with
Bolivar znd Basil

The two great beaste: were hurried over to the O , and

bega.n gjl ling down the horse gheds in gbedience o directions
Mr, Forepaugh.

In a very #abtyt space of time the sheds were demolished,
the grand stand wag saved, and the circus tenis lobmed up
as proudly as ever. |t was then and {here proposed to make
Messrs. Bolivar and Basil bonorary members ¢f the Brockton
Fire Department,
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American Circus Elephants ;

By CHARLES N. HARRIS

The Billboard, Aprit 26, 192}

The circus, whith has alwsays been of vast interest 6 the
American people, 18 now holding a promipnent plaée i the
pages of our best magazines. Many stories have heen print-
ed, but none of the writers seens to have possessed complete
information #biut the sarly days of the circus in thig country.

Particularly haye they failed t6 tell the tius stery of the
elephant, the outstanding feature of all cireuses. To the mind
of the American boy élephant amd elrcus mean almost the
same thing, and there i3 a good reason because the elephant
as a 8how animal dates back to the earliest years of emr
eountry.

Most of the recent wyiters seemed to think that the
Balley bull was the first elephant to be exhibited. Ity appear-

dates from 1815, tweniy yesrs after the first elephant
was bhrought to this country.

A female elephant was lafided in thi§ country the
sailing ship Ameries en April 19, 1796. In 1797 an elephant
was exhibited at Amesburyfort, Mass. The very high priee.
at the time, of one-eighth ©f a dollar was charged for
admission. The ¢itens press agent appeared at thig time.
The street bills featured a warning to t he public: “To keep at
@ dstanee and eoncesnl their packages aa t he elephant’s trunk
was liable to grab everything.”

An elephant *as exhibited in Baltimore in 1811, amd an
-elephant, togethér with a famel, in Pittshirg in 1812. In
1824 Van Amberg exhibited Hannibal, oneg of the most fimous
and =zt the same time meanest of elephants.

Performing elephants ‘were first exhibited at
Gardens, England, {n 1828,

One of the fictions which survived from thg early
-of direis elephants 18 that dni elephant can be handled by only
one man. This story originated with the prezs agents in the
eighties, and some slephant trainers have {ried to capitalize
this popular belief for their own A% & matter of
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fact George Craven, Chas. Johnson and Orrin Towngend were
expert elephant trainers Who could handle any slephant, Their
slogan wagg: “The ‘*hoek,’ not how much but when* Sincs
James A. Bailey bégai the practide all really bad elephants
have been destroyed. In this way many damage suits are
aveided. The mesnest elephant allowed to live 1a probably
ilie African & Bronx Park. |{, is generally admitted that the
best trained group of elephants was trained by Eph Thomp-
son, 4 Forepaugh employee. The pihlie 4n the United States
disapproved of titm, howevst, because of Bla ¢olor and he was
obliged to exhiibit In forsigii countries.

Elephants have always beén great money earnsrs, beth
because of the appeal they make and because they werk for
so many years. “Tilie” has been earning money for some
one of the Robinsons far sixty-eight years.

The priese paid has varied greatly. The highest price
known to have been paid for an slephant at public sale is
£$7.400, paid for Bolivar by Forepdugh. The cheapest ele-
phentse were the London flve, ‘which were sold fer
$6,500 for the lot, bomglit by Cooper & Bailey. |f
we were t 0 believe the stories of d| those who claim te have
received commission for the purchase of Jumbg the total
amount &f these commissions would be enigugh to buy the

Circus. There drg showmen WhoO Iike t# say that
elephants cost too muck to buy and to keep to make them
profitable for a cireus. Those Wwhe talk this way dl € either
exensing a fallure or have failed to see the real value of the
elephant.

Al @. Barnes purchased the M. L, Clark elephant, an
vgly animal, which could not be traimed. Yet Barnes him
self % hi maround the hipphodrome track, always amid grest
applause, thereby consuming time which otherwise would
have to have been filled with at least six expensive acts, Af
the same time he secured more publicity than kis show gpuld
in any other way.

The large number of elephants which appeared |la thg
street pifades of flis Barnum & Bailey Show always lm-
pressed the public. Now with street parades g fhing of the
past the one thing which makes the publle beleve it is the
greatest ahow On earth is the close af the elephant act when
the eptire herd | S haunched occupying one whole side of the
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hippodrome trazk. Evervone is compelled to think an
enormous production the Ringling Circus Hag coifie to be. Its
advertising vgla# is e Qreat that it is easy to helevé that a
dollar’s woerth of hdy goes further than one hubdred dollars’
worth of paper.

On The Road With An OId |
Time Wagon Show

Donated by ALBERT GASTOM. Famous 0 own
The Kansas Tity Star, September 1% 1909

For 2 weak | have been out with an old-fashioned, one-ring,
wagon civcns. Seven dreamy autumn days I voyaged
highways and woodpathg § Missouri with a hand of old-time
eircus troopers uniroubled af cares. Stretched upon fhe
g¢aid, with the wild fennel 'round 4, and pverme the
h#ze of Indian summer, I lounged with the aid clown whe: has
lived that sort of a life for fifty years aind whose heart is yet

 blooming with youth, I glept in their vans, Inlled to slumber
b¥ the moft patter of rain upon the thin roof a foot
% rode in their wagons, and mornings 1 saw the dawn
ereep up white and mysterious. | listened fo their stories,
lived their life and learned to lowa them, eveéry one.

It was 2 breath of NEW Yf& and the chigrii of |t lures me,
ne. Tf1 csiild | would say with the old clown: |

strolling player, tab.
With the OneRing Show
The tenés of the Coulter & Coulter show were pitched
0N a grassy slope beyond the streets of Liberty Mo The
afternoon show was gver, The musicians, red: hatied, their
cornets and trombones glistening in the sun, were clambormg
_into the band wagon, red and gllt and flashing
Behind them were the barshack riders and the acrobats and
anipal trainers ifi buggies.
“Going to visit Jim MecFarland’s grave,” said Dan Leon,
for forty years a bareback rider and animal trainer.
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The grave was in the lamgle gf an abandoned cemetery ox
& hill #4r #eross on the other side of the towa, THE Hpot wae
overgrown and forgofténm by all im thé towi. But Dan had
been thers onee before, many years ago, when as & young
man, he wasg principal rlder with a circus that showed in

Over the cemetery the elfcus folk went, fuishlng apart
tall weeds, peering down gf ricse-coveréd stones, At last théy
found 1t, a siab of white marble with this upon it:

Here Lie the Morial Remains of
JAMES McF

Born In Wheeling Va;
Died in Likerty, May %7, 1850,
Far Loving Not Wisely, but Teo Well,

The cirecus people laid their flowers upon the grave, theé
band plaged “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” while all stood re-
verently, with bared heads, and then Dan Léen told t he story
of how MecFarland died “for loving, not wisely, but’too well.”

McFarland was a tight rope walker, a tall, handsome, hig
hearted man, beloved by all his trouper comrades. His wifg,
a beautiful, but faithless, woman, was g trapeze perfariiter.
He was with the Spaulding & Rogers circus. She was with
Levi J, Nerth's circus. These two circuses were ma —
S(@& other and thay both showed 4 Liberty the same day,
May 27, 1856,

Asg soon a8 the rival shéws reached town on the morning
of that day Mc¢Farland went to look for his wifs, whom he
had not seen for several weeks. She was with Levi J. North
at the al¢ Thompson Hotel, now tgin dowi. McFarland went
iliéfs, but the landlord, Boszg Rpherts, had been warned by
Worth to keep MecFarland away. When the landlord tried to
prevent McFarland from entering the hotéi he drew B re-
volver. Roberts drew & bowie knife. A struggle followed, in
wihich MecFarland was slain.

Thé ghow people buriéid McFarland that afternoon, all
the members of the twe companies joining in the funeral, and
they left behind enough money for the marble slakh. |t was
James Glenroy who wrote the inscription on the slabh. Re
wag then the “champion bareback rider Of the world” and wgs
the first man to turn a somersault on the bare back of a gal-
loping horse. .

Refore Glenroy died in poverty IN Boston a few years ago
he wrote his autobiography and in it he told of the
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of MeFarland and of his funeral. He told of how the women
performers of the two shows planted a flower upon the grave.
Now ihe women and all the bthef actors in that strange
tragedy are dead, buf the merble slab with the strange la
seripiion remalns and the flower planted by the hands o
ihose circus women of loEg ago IS still bloommg among the
weeds and these circus pesplé of twa generations later pisked
a faw of its leaves and carried tlism away as souvenirs,
The Strange Lois of Wanderers

The train from Kansas City brings visitors to the show.
They are Donley Giasscoek and his wife and two children
and Antite and Marie Seott. Tligy are al| circus performers.
Donley Glisacock and his wife ars. Enown professionally as
'The Tiwe Léons,” tight wiré performers, Mra. Glasscock
Mrs. Scott and Mrs, Dan Leon are sisters, They have been
traveling with different shows over all the &puntry and this
& the firgt family rewmiicn they have had since last winter.
They sit tﬁgéthar undér the canvas top and talk &f their
travels and their “work.”

Itisaa t . family group, 'The partiarch of the family
is Dan Liéen, who, when a’chiid, was apprénticed to a circus
rider, who used him in g “earrying act” holding the Hiil&
tallow al6ft on the palm of his hand while hé posed upon
back d a galloping herse. Dan, always geod hatured and
hopetnl, 45 unuswally radiant now with his family argund him.
H# laughs as be tells of how two rival circus managers tried
to “eonfrast” for Lifg services 4t the end ¢f his apprenticeship,

of how ene enticed hiim away from the other.

And bere; in this family group, siiting wupon the grass
beneath the canvas, sre two persong who were horn with the
circus. They speak Bf it ag if there were mothitig strange
about if,

Donley (Nasscock’s father was one of the old-time circus
ewners, wha took hs wife with him on his tours, and Donley
was bern down south in a wagon of his fatheér's circus, the
Anglo-American show.

And his child, Marguerite, was born two years age in a
circus wagen. His SON, 4 years old, was born in & hotel while
the show was traveling . This bop iz named Leon Donley
Leon.

On the Misssuri By-Ways,

1t is nearly midnighit when the tents are down, the stakes
pulled and all loaded upon wagons ready for the morning’s
start. The hostlers fall asleep upor the clesn sfraw with
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the horsed and ponies, The others are asleep in the vans,
blg broad wagons with two beds, one above the other, like
berths in a sleeping car; across the front emd.

I One of those berths you fall asleep thinking of gypsies
Or caravans Of t he desert and the queerness of |t all, and then
you are awakened by 2 sound ke the rustling of myriad dry
leagag. You raise up on your £lbow and peer out the little

window at the head of the berth. WNearby is the long
hori#e tent and the naise is that o sixty horses and ponies
munching their cern. Over at the cook wagan there is a fire
upon the ground with a great poffee pat shung over it and a
group of men around it. In the wastern sky the full moon
‘is setting. Béyond the fence that bounds the lot the fog

thiek and whitish looking over the eresk battom; Tha
alr is damyp and ehilly.

You hold your wateh up t6 the moonlight and find it i
3 o’elock. The caravan is preparing to move om to the next
town, making an early start to ¢over the dusty ‘way before
the sun géts 106 high afd warm.

"All out, sl out!” is the cry, and men, yawning and
stretching, crawl from the wagens into the moonlight and the
fog, and go across the trampled grass, now wet witk dew, to
fhe warm blaze for a tin cup of hot coffee and a 41 lunch-
eon. Plpes apelighted with blazing sticks and then, one after
the other, the wagons move out of the lot, down the street,
across the railroad track and oyt upon thé country road.

The women are yet asleep in {heir berths. The men are
only half awake, Their figures, crouchd forward uwpon the
wagon seats, are silhouetted against the eastern gky which
is beginning (0 glimmer with the dawn. The trees of_the
roadside stand swarthy snd tall in the half light of thé :
ing night. )

Thereis something mystical and remsntic iN that maving
line 0 painted wagons, hiding so much that is strange and
wonderful ti ordinary “homie folks” This Hfs 1y sa different
from the hum drum existence of thé sleeping ones in the dark
anid gilsit farm houses that we pass. These people of the
road and the greensward, moving while others sleep,
to some instinct that harks back to days when man lived in
the green forgst and the wild, You think of the tight rope
dancer in the deserted cemetery and of the mahy long cara-
vans that have come and gome al every country lane #lnee
then, of the thousands of msan and women leading thig gtrange
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life, born in circus vans, camping gli their lives by the way-

side, dancing, doing dangerous feats, risking their

lives; dying INn circus vang, and golog an and on—generation

after generation ef them in a separate world of their own.
The Circus Cotmes ta Town.

Thé lighter wagons go on dhead lea¥ing the others be-
#ifid; a d soon the thirty wagons are strung out Over two or
three miles of road. A lantern hangs from the rear axle of
sach wagon and the twinkling lights twist and turn around
the benfs in the roads. The heavy wagons lumber slowly
along, the chug, chugging, of theis ponidérons wheel hulia
awakening the echioea of the night and arousing a baying of
watch dogs,

Boon the tree tops redden and glow and the SUN comes
up, and, from the top of the next bill is opened & wonderful
landscape with the Missouri Bivier like a broad #ibbon of silver
curving through it, The birds are singing and the cocks
crowing as we r.umble from the country road te a village
street, Doors are flung open and windews rajsed and “Hur-
rah, the circus hag come to fown.!”

. Then them 1& brealkfast fn a hurry, the tents go up, and
until nagn there ig nof mudk to do bBut lounge ON the grass
and talk:. The wemen of the show attend ta their housskeep-
jng. Their wagons are their homes.

At 1 oclock |t Is all “up,” the cry for the strést parade
dnd away they ¢, the band playing and banners str eaming,

The show begins as sooit as the parade returns, bringing
with it a crowd. Amd it’'s & mighty good show. There is not
a performer in it who has: net been with all the big circuses.
Some of them have been with twenty or thirty different

Thirty Years a Clown.

“For the Hfe of me | couldn’t tell the names o all the
ghows I've been with in the fifty years Yve been on the road”
says Albert Gaston, the clown. “I was trying to reckon them
up the other day and I couldn’t. ¥ krbw that in 1859 | was
with the Philips New %ork Olympic Circas in Hew Yerk mty
‘We had only one horse and five 0 six performers, and I've
got @ bill of that circus yet. I wag apprenticed ta Charles
Shay's Quinqueplexed shows. T was with Lévi J. North. Fve
been with them all since then. I was an acrobat leaper and
aerial man at first, but I've clowning for thirty years.
Oh, yes, I've kmown all the circus performers of the last
fifty years, and I've seen all the changes. I remember the
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first time I saw circus cages loaded on a flat car. I thought
it the funniest thing | Bad ever seen. The big ones all go
by rall now, but ita the Hitle red wagen and the open mad
for me. That’s living.”

Ctagton is a lovable old man. Ié resembles P. T. Barntum
#0 much that his pieture would do for one of that great i
man. f(}aston is ome of the few surviving “talking and
ing” clowns. In the old days, when every clrcus had one

€very person in the tent could see and hear all that wss
doné and said the clown had {4 be & good entertainer.

“The honorable profesgion o eclowning has gotten into
bad waye;"” says Mr. Gaston. “Anybody can use a slapstick and
kttock a’'men into @ barrel. That's the clowning of feday.
But N the gays whén I learned £hé business the clown had
to be & comedian. Talk to an audience {hie same as a préagh-
er talks from his pulpit to his congregation. And you zctlce
| keep them im a0l d laughter. | give them guaint phil
osophy, a bit of satire and some Shakespeare. You've
to be hroughi up to it to 4o that”

Wheti you see Gaston In'the ring you sea the Same sort
of a clowe youwr forefathers laughed at, and thera’s No ques-
tion abeut it, he is funnier than the modern clown.

What eare | for gold or silver

Or all the money that's in this land;
All 1 want IS a prefty little wife,

A good old hotee and a peanut stand.

Gaston sings that as he bounces through th# curtains and
lands in thé ring, and you laogh just as millions laughed at it
fifty and seventy-five years ago. .

And you laush again when he drives a muleinto the ring
and ghouts:

“Whoa jack ax.”

And again wheén he does tié ol Hat and ball ek and
gays: “Presto chango, market cupalo, pro hiote publico,
ali the Freach I know."

The “Pete Jenkins Act.”

Forty years ago Dan Rice et all Missouri lanighing with
his clowning. Gaston traveled then with Rice and He does
the same kind of work today.

Not many persops 0f the younger generation in
City ever Eaw B “Pete Jenkins act” Fifty years ago every
circus had that act for a headliner. And the Coulter & Coul-
ter old-fashioned one-ring circus has the same act now, and

of the men WhO perform it did it thirty years sge, just
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as they do it today. They are Dan Leon and Gaston.
Enter the ringmaster, the elown snd a horse
Ringmaster, bowing to audience:
“Ladies and genflemin, | take great pleasure in announc-
ing Mr. Dan Leon, champion bareback rider of the world.”
. Clown—Well, well, what are we waiting for?
Ringmaster—For Mr. Leon.
Clown runs {0 ring éntrange, oat, returns spd an-
nounces:
Li#on has just fallen and sprained his ankle and can-
pot ride today." -
Ringmaster to clown—Then you must ride in his place.
Clown—I shan’t.
Ringmaster—What’s thit, sir?
Clown—I say I ean if you wish it
The clown mounts the horse and sitg asiride, Just
& drunken farmer cgmes jn from the frent, trips over the
ringside and pitches headlong irte the The ringmaster
throws him ont. He re-enters and, after & long
shouts that he came to “ji.na out” with the show.
“If you could only ride, NOW I’d give you $25 a day.” says
the ringmaster.
“That’s my main halt,” answers Pet¢ Jenking,
“Where did you ever ride?™
“Osed to ride dad’s oxen all around tho barnyard,” says

‘"He i assisted to th& horse’s gk, tumbles off, drags
around the ring by the horse’s tail, finally gets aon
throws off h#t, coat and frousers ‘and stands revealed in

tights "and does a skillful bareback act.

Then as they start to leave the ring, the clown precedes
the ringmaster, who catches him by the shoulder @nd jerks
Him back.

“Who are you, sir?* asks the ringmaster.

“I'm a lord”

“Lord who?"

*Lord paly knows.”

“Well, gir, I want ¥ou f& Know. I nmeyer follow a fool,”
and he strides out ahead.

“I'm NOt so particular, | will,” says the clown as he fol
lows. o
Dan Leéon says the P#té Jenkins wag invented
years ago by Charles Sherwood. Later Miles Or-

ton and Luke Rivers did it. It is the same act today that it
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wasa, then.
When a Raps Parts.
The fellow feeling and sympathy of these circus folk is
shown when Charles Barnes, doing his “perch” aect, is flung
glear across the f{ént and migkes by a half ftch
falling upon a stake thit would héve killed him., The ae-
cident |S caused by a bresking rope. As he #alla every man
with the show rushes {0 pick him up. There is a look of
tenderness under the white paint of the old clown’s face as
he bends over him, Happily the man is not injurd, and t he
show goes on, bat that night, aftar the show, tliey gather he
side the clown’s dressing room and tell ist&* of the real
dangers O the ring that outsiders rarely hear. Then you
learn, for the first time, {hat many of these performers risk
tHely llvex iwice a day. They t€ll of how Jo# Sdaunders, doing
the “perch” aet witi the Wallace shows in 1888 f&ll add broke
every bone iN his body, and how Lloyd Anchor was Kkilled in
the same way with the Sun show, and how George Genier
suffered broken anklag, and storiés of many others who drop-
ped to death.

It is interesting, too, to sit out in front with W, H. Conk-
ter, owner of the ghow, after the last tizk#t has been sold
and the monpy couniéd, and hear him tell his idess Of' the
show busfness.

“Let the big shows have the big cities, I shall stick to
the tall grass,” he says.

And Why shouldn’t he. Laat year he “cleaned up” $18,000
and this year he has already sent home $14, 009, and his ses-
son is not half over. He is going south through Missouri,
Oklahoma and Texas and will disband about Christmas.

“I've found out what the country people like and I give
it to them,” says M. Coulter. “You put a countryman in one
uf the big threering and the glare and the myriad of
moving acts bewilder him, He is dazzled but he hasn’t had
a chance fo laugh. Now | gather up a company of ggod old
school performers, men and women Who have beeti bred to
the wagon show, trade, and they know how to gét
close to the people and amuse fhem. And they are hettir
performers than the new school. Where will you find a bet-
ter animal trainer or barebacker rider than Dan Leon, or a
clown that can make them laugh like Gaston ean, or 2 woman
that ¢an dO & better high school riding act than my wife? A
£odd, show by good, clean people, no drinking, no bajs:
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and | Am making all the money | need.”

And he tells how he expects his little bay, Jack, te fol-
low in his fgotsteps and keep the Coulter & Coultsr show
going for years fo comé,

8on to Follow Ma” J

“It’s a good, clegn, honorable business and | like it #o
well that | want my son te follow it,” he says. “Just think of
the fufi of riding all over the country in a wagon, and seeing
i scenery and making money at it, too, It's an ideal
life."”

# business way.

~was exhibited
L the trick in

Sparkle, {0 do the same feats. Then he decided t6 go ©f
the road,

H e knew nothing of theshow business, and had never been
a day With a show. His father leni kim a little money with
which te buy a tent, a féw wagon beds and some horses, [Tlc-
W spent the winter making cireus seats, poles, jaeks and
gtringers; and building vans upon his wagen heds. Re did all
the wark himself.

Then he hired a few old-tims eircus performers. He had
an idea that a reproduction &f thé old onewring circuses of a
half century ago would smuse the country folk. He was
Tight. He is worth $100,000 today, and he made It all in
three years.

Mrs. Cpultner and their little $6f and daughter iravel
with the -shéw and perform hoiges, ponies #nd dogs in the
ring. “Théy, too, are in love with the I1fé,

Coulter pleks ount the route ‘he is to travel. He avoids
the' big: towne, A man in a wagon goes ten days ahead of
+ths ghow putting up the bills.

The total expense of the show 1 not mweh
$100 a day. It i3 a bad day when he does nét take in $20¢.
Many days he takes $300 and $400 al the door.

~ Dan Leon sits by the wheel 6f hig wagon, in the twilight,

Yraiding a new “cracker” to the'end of the long whip that he

uses i the ring. He tells that there are twefly or thirty,
#ifty of these wagon circuses yet ON the road.

Twenty-four



THE CIRCUS SCRAP BOOR

The two big wagon shows in the South are the M. L. €lurk
show from Alexandria, L2, and the Branest Haag show from
Shreveport, La. Clark kag Besn at it for twenty-five years and
has a 40-wagoh show.

The monsy that some make in the business iy shown in
the case of Jerfy Mugiven, a elreusr “candy buteher.” whe;
in 1804, bought from “Bill” Smith of Kansas City the Howe's
Great London Circus, paying $1;000 in cash and agreeing to
pay $9,000 more. He started from Kansas City with a few hun-
dred dollars ahead and closed in December in Houston, Tex,
with $85,000.

The Mollie Balley wagon eirgus |S knewn to every man,
woman #nd child in Texas. She has higen traveling there
since 18656 and never got outside the state. She his the same
show and the same performers she had seventeen years ago.
The principal performers are her own five sons and two daugh-
ters, who play in the band and doubie in the ring acts.

When the Rainy Day Gomes,

Life with a wagon show is mot d| fun. There are rainy
days, when th¢ roads are muddy snd it takes sixtéen horsés
to pull a heavily loaded wagon OUl of a.muck héle, Bitt; as
the old elown said;

"When the gun shines agsin you enjoy it all the more.”

Oh, the joy of that ONeE night N Orrick, Me., when, after
a hot dusty day, thé rain began i beat g musical tattoo upon
thé van tops and ts stream @owk the narrow window pane.
Then was the time fo stretch -and roll over and Hsten, close
to the thin van side, to the steady drig ¢yip from the over-
hanging foliage of the big” cottonweod .

It was, everyone out i the raizni before daylight the next
mgralgg. The air was full of £he smell of the good damp
earth, Mackintoshes and rubber boots were gllig up from the
corners Of the wagon,s beneath the berths, and, the
blackness sy the rain, the caravan maved out aleng the
road, the horses’ fagt splashing in ihd puddles and the whesls
sucking In the mud.

The sun came out as the cavalcade pulled into the lot 1
Camden. Raincoats wers hung up on trees to dry, the wagons
wers waihed for the paradé through the town and that aftur-
noon the old élswn faced a good gized audience when he did
a double somersault ifite thé ring, and, alighting upon his
feet, shonted:

“Here Wwe are again.” A B. M.
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Answering The @ros Fan

Miss Alae Corbett, of Hall, Colo., asks us to name the
great Talking Clowns of the. pa.st Thet is quite a diffienlt
task, but the following can be foited dewn as hesdlimers of
tleir day: John Lowlow, Jim Myers, Joe Pentland, Dan Ries,
Den Sfone. Tony Pastor, Nat Austin, George M. Clarke, Sam
Lothrep, Willlam Kennedy, John Foster, Ben Maginley, Bill
Worrell and George H. Enapp.

Inguirér: John J, Nathang died in New York Saturday Dec-
ember 26, 1891, of pnséumonis. He wag 76 years of age and
his desth was a great Iose to the white ient enterprises. As
a performer he introduced posturlng into hardéback riding, and
was the first to ride four horses znd hold a performing boy
aloft. He salgo made many innovations in the ring shows and
wag & member 6f the gld firms Sands, Nathans & Compariy,
Howes and Company( of which Seth B. Howes was tha ot her
partner) and P, T, Barnum and Company, but he had Been
living IN private life for many years prior to hiz death.

Cireus Inquisitor: The first drove Of elephants geen’in this
country were brought from Ceylon to Amerles by Mesurs, 8.
B. Howes and P. T. Barnum in 1850, The exkibition was in
charge of George Nutter, and the expedition was sbout six
months on voyage. After loging one or two elephants on the
way, they finally landed i New Pork, with ten elephants, and
they proved a very great attraction.

Circus Chest

FAT WOMEN
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T84 Shs was born in New Jersey, apd was 37 years
of age whén weighing her greatest number of pounds. She
was indeed a mountain of flagh, consistently Wili, however.
She was always buoyant and fifendly.
war Rosina Delight Richardson, horn in

¢hive County, New Hampshire. She was 18 years of 5
feet 3% inchés in height, nieasnred 5 feet 4 inches around
the walgt, § feet 2 inches sromnd the llps, 2% inches around
the arm above the elbow and 14 inches below the elbow, and
2 feet 10 inches in a straight lire across the shoulders. At
birth she weighed 6 pounds—at 6 years she wealghad 148
pounds, @t ten years 268, at 15 she weighed 888 pounds, at
1%, according te thé showbills, 765 pounda; She could knit,
sp’in weave, make @ shirt, or a batch of bresd, was a good
singer, and one af the heat scholarg in East Alstead, her na-
tive town.

A PORCUPINE MAN
Dr. Ascanius, of the Royal Society, London, gives the -

lowing w 0 W Of this~ — FCc— & of&he,

was born Of healthy parents, and presented nothing remark-
able in his appearance at his birth; but a few monfhs
wards, an infinite variety OF |ittle excrescences began tg ap-

ear an his body, which were at firgt supposed o b& caused
by an eruption. ¥t was afterwards discovered itiai they wers
of a horny substance, whose progress nothing conld arrest.
With the exception of the head, the palms of the hands, and
the soles iif the feet, his whole body was covered with these
bristles, that resembled the end 4f quills seen on a fow| when
stripped ef its fedthers. Like the bristles of the hedgehog,
they were planted perpendicularly in the akin The bristles
were shed every Fall and renewed, go that he resambled an
animal b halr and skin. At the age o ‘wenty, he was attagk-
@ with smallpox. The peeled entirely ¢ff, Huf on his
recovery his bristles reappeared. He marriéd and had six
children, all of whom were ¢f the . singular constitution,
and like himeself coverad with horns.

JOSEPH BORUWLASKI: DWARF
Joseph Boruwlaski, eommonly ealled Tount Boruwlaski,
was born i the vicinity st Chaliez, in Polish Russia, in Nov.
1739. He was one of a family of gli children. He measured
glght inches at hirth, At the age 3 fifteen ha a tour
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of Germany and France as a compapior of Countess Hu-
meiska. He was twenty-five inches tall. 41 forty years of
age he married Igzims Barboutan., Ia 1781 he started to
exhibit himself in Léndén, England, Scotland and Ireland,
snd was wery successtul. He returned te London in March
1786, whers, lis began ta write the history of his Iifg, which
weg published il 1788. He visited Poland & 1792, but soon
returned to England where his exhibitions were successful,
#Te had three ehildien, nelthar of whom were dwarfs. At
the ti ne of his death he was verging on one hundred years,

DANIEL LAMBERT—FAT WAM

Daniel Lambert was born o the 13th of March 1770, in
¢ parish of i, Margaret, at Leicester. His immense bulk

other peculiarities made %if: AN object of surprise api
wonder to the multitude. His parents were persons of normial
dimensions. At the age of fourteen he started to learn to be
" a die-sinker and engraver, with Taylor and Company, q;t Bir-
mingham. At nineteen he Heggn to get very heavy &nd
strong. Could cerry five-hundred péuiids with ease. He could
Klek to the helght of seven feet standing On ene leg, At
twenty-three YE. Lambert weighed five hundred apd
two pounds. He Was an excellent awdmrosr. In 1206 he went
on exhibition 2 L He mate an exhibition tour lster,
and while on tHid tour ﬂieﬂ at Stamford, in Lincolnshire, (m
thie 21st of June 1809. He weighed seven hundred and thirty-
nine pounds.

She Knew Dan RIice



who knew Dan Rice well ané this is her atory. As a girl of
thirteen, she started her circus career hy running sway from

to beceme & bareback rider 4 the Rice show. The little
gray-haired woman 8 Mrs, Mary | Waod, With the Rice
circus, #hé was “Mayme, the child wondes.” A pen pleture déi
ciibed her as “small and petite, fine complexion, rosy cheeks
laughing eyes and a lovely head of hair falling below her
waist.” When ghe grew older, she was billed az Pearl Q"Dell.

Although now past 70, the laughing eyes light up in the old
way when she gpeaks of the little girl who was lured from
home by a clown‘s tale of:life undes the big tons and a loveé
for horses to becomse a famous bareback rider,

“Yes, I kngw Dan Rice wall,” gald Mrs. Woed in response
to @an inguiry. "He was undoubtedly thé most popular circus
clown of his d#&y. Hé knew the circus buslpeéss fiom A to Z,
was a shrewd business Man and honest and upright in ks
dealings with his parformers and fellow men. Thare were
strange contradictions in his sharacter, however. Ha had a
bad temper and when hig language was not ¢hoide, Al
though he had been a drinking man, he later became a tem-
perence leeturer. He made lots Sf money, weds generous, and
died poor, |t is told of him that he studied the Bible closely
ind two apprentice riders with the show were emiployed al-
ternately {0 read it to him. Anétheér picture which illustrates
the religious side of his nature is that of Dan Ries graying by
the hedside of & dying friend.

“When Cooper and Bailey’s Great London Circus inirodue.
ed electric lighting Dan Hiee, who did not have eleetrie lights,
but wsg travelling in the same territory distributed circulars

ke publle agalnst the new method of illumination.
The circular was waorded thus:

The public af € now by this information made aware that a
show called Cooper and Bailey’s Great London Circus, Ban-
g &~ Royal Britlsh Menagerle and Great International Allied
Shows have for an atirgction the Electrie Light. It draws
many pedpie to see it regardless of what danger they are
rushing i nto, .

I regard it as & duty that | awe e the public to inform then:
what I know ghont it. In 1852 a member of the celebrated
Rogel by name of Lamon, travelled with N® on 1oy
steamboat on the Ohlo and Mississippi rivers with my clréus
and got up the: electric light to light up my cireue tent and
Ilumingte the shores of the river a4 nighi wherever I was
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16¢ated for exlitbition. He in a short time died from the ef -
t @ -of the chemicals that he created the Hght with. Many
nf my troup tenk sick and one member, James O'Connel, who
had weak Inngg diéd in a shoit space of time, after the light
wag introduced; we £ould not account for it for a long time,
but hearing #¢ many complaining iksl the lights affected
their eyes, caused many to grow sick and cthers {0 complain
of dizziness in the head, I gave up the continuance of the
Achemg, although It wag very attractive,

Years want—ut last ohe Edison appears as the inventor of
thie new and powerfil light; the London Show gets the ex-
clusive right o using it for a tlme with thetr show. Although
Edison has o changed the modus operandi d using it, | may
say i1 a more practical manner, #tll it is the same old Yght;
with the oxly difference that it has a still more injurious éf-
fect than did the Hght created by My, Lamon. In Chicago dnd
gther cities where the Great London shows have exhibited it
ip talked d @p the most brilliant light they ever imagined pos-
#ible t 0 create, but it hurt the eyes: also many say théy hava

in many eases it affects the tender brain of children. Look
#t their gtrést parade, But don’t get nedr the light at nlght or

The Publie’s Servant,
. Dan Rice

P. 8—This i3 not done to impair the patronsige of the Lon-
don Circus. Only to put the public on thelr guard; this much
I will say, that from reports thy have a very good show.

“Jugt How many people Rice’s warning kept from the Lon-
don Circus will never be known. The ineldent 1g an illustra-
tion of the tactics tuned in those days by One cireus to get

patronage away from a rival and ghows the resourceful-
ness Of Rieg, But to prove how far wrong Dan wad it may
be intgiesting to know that Julés Meredith, one of thé men
who first opétated the elsetrié light with the Coeper and
Bailey Great London Cireus is still living, NnOW mom than
three score and tep, at his home near York, Fa. ,to which he
retired when he left the whitéd tops years age.”

How she eame to entér the circus world 18 thue told by Mzs,
Wood: “My father kept the Montour House, Havana, N. Y.,
and ane Of the boarders wag Charley Seely. Seely was a \\We-
graph operator i the winter dd % ¢lréus clown io the sum-
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mer. When 1 was between four and five years ke would kold
me ON his knee and tell me stories Of the cireue. | used to
auy then that | was going to be cirens rider some day. My
father had a Canadian pony and wh&n I was e little older I
would go into the field where the was kepl and prac-
tice riding. | aftempted all the things I had seen riders do
in the cireus. Many a bad fall | had, but | wonl@ cry a bit,
then mount the pony arnd try 2gain,

“If was in 1870, when I was a 1itite more than 18 years old,
that 1 lgarned the Dan Rice civeng wonld be in Elmira, N, ¥.,
and made up ny mind to jein it | knew a steép would
be opposed at hone, se 1 decided to ¥un away. | can remem-
ber yet t he trepidation with which upoen my arrival in Ehmira
| sought out Mr. Rice and seked t0 join his cireus, He -asked
what | could do and | said | could ride bareback. He in
quired if I had run away from Homé snd I admitted I had.

*“Wait until after the show, miss, and 1l see,” he replied.

“After the show, thi performers all #anié aut to see fhe
fun and have a laugh at the expense of the greenhorn.
They brought in from the pad roomi a very pretty callco
pony with a large gad on his haek. | said | could not rida
the fony with that pad on its back. Then they brought in a
beautiful resin back. T took off ny shoes and wtockimgs.
Some one helped me to the horse’s back. | found riding on
a gelted horse, with kis back all resin different from riding
o A pony eut in the open figld. The tricks | did seemed to
Tieape Rice and thie assembled performers. They applanded
ne and Rica sald my was gebod, bHut too clumwmy. T
needed to cultivate style.

“In the meantime, when ny father disgoverdd Lis only
child had run away from home he was greatly incensed .ng
set detectives on my trail, Rise, however, after my tryout
having séen possibilities | n my riding, eitwiited the officers.
He dgent me on to Pitigburgh and instructed me to await & the
Monongahela House the arrival of the show in the Smoky
eity.

“L had a lot e learn before | was ready for my professional
debut. | lgcked and afd did pot knsw how to en-
ter and leave thé ring properly. All these Rice taught me.
In training me, the aplder, a sort of harness attached {0 &
rope running through a pulley at the tog of the center pole,
was used. After it was decided that | was Teady to a
public appearance. M. Rige pruvided me with a beautiful cos:
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tume of white. My horse was a spirited white Kentucky
thoroughbired named Don. | first rode In publie before the
circus left Pittsburgh. |n addition te standing npright on
the horge's back and assuming different poses, my aet in
duded jumping over four-foot banners and over two-foot bam-
ners and through a hoop, | would also put & chair on the
horse’s back, #if in it and read a newspaper to show the ag:
disnce that | was perfectly at Lomé on horséback., | re
celved 3 great ovation and was told | wag a ¢lever rider. That
was the beginning of a professional caresr as a bareback

“With the Rice cireus at the time | made my inifial bow in
the show world were Madam Macarte and seon; Fred; William

the Vadis Sisters, trapezists.

"A great drawing card with this eircus was the beautiful
blind horse, Excelsior, Jr. It waa of Excelsior, after a visit
to the cireus paddock that the poet, Longfellow, said was so
human in his éonddet he was inclined to bellsve thére must
be & sort Of horse heaven after all. Excelsior was a milk
white stallion, Hia flesh wag pink, hia mane and tail of pe-
markable length and fleecy whitness, In intelligence, ¢olo¥
and general conformation, he wags coneeded io be without a
rival in the eguihe circles of the ciréms world. Hia poses as
statuary looked like pinkish marble. | have never seen hia
aqual,

"When Exceisior was taken ill, Rice, who wag éast on a
business irip, hurried to St. Leuiz: He immediately went to
the stable where ‘the horee wag kept. Excelsior was ught
from hig stall and when be digcevered Rice; the faithtul an-
tmal plaged his Hiead upon Lis master’s shoulder vis-
ihly affected, Attempts to console him were O no avail
Thred days later, November 17, 1878, Excelsior wad déad. He
was 28 years old. \When the thoroughbred was buricd, ilie
funeral {rzin was nearly & mile in length and was viewed by
thousands of persons.

“While | was with the Rice circus, I corresponded .. ... my
mother through a neighbor, who delivered my lettsrs to her.
My father was very angry with ms. He¢ had Had other plana

me, I wae to have graduated the next from Gook

college. By my agi, he asald, | had disgraced him and his
tecple. He dlsowied me as a daughter end refused to permit
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e to return home, However, | adored my mether. She was a
good Christian woman, always helping those who were less
fortunatz. Through lier persnasion I wag later permitted to
fske a short visit home to see her. Thére was however ng
welcome from my father, Wwho had not forgiven me. I spent a
short time with mother and them went to New York to
await the opening of the circus season.

“T remained with Rice a season snd part d another, them
joined Gallagher’s circus. | had the hardsat time of my life
with this circus. These were the days of the wagon circus.
The ring stock was good wiih this: aggregation, hut the
draughit stock of the worst. Some of the téams were balky
and when we eame to hills, # would be necessary to put an
elephant back of the wagons to pusgh them up, The proprie-
tor was a very hard man to work for. He was not too honest
and hifs employes sometimes faund themselves' 0N the ghort
énd when 1t came fo salaries. Théy were none foo well fed
either, as the circus put up at the cheapest hotels to be found.
\/& wonld oftém get a call for four o'clock in the morning,
start away withoult breakfast and ride fur two or three hours
Béfore we wdild comi to a place where spméthing to eat had
been provided. | remsaimed with the Gallagher elrcus only a
season and was glad to get away.

“After the Gallagher engagement, my next employer waa
‘Walter Main with whose cireus | remained two seasons. With
this show I rode & beaufifyl whité Arabian Horse named
. Prince. My riding costume was of colosy. Of My
Main | have pleasant recgllections. Hé wes o good man o
work for and not too hard to pleass.

“l next joined the Forepaugh show with which | was an
attraction for several seasons. Of 1l the eirous proprietors,
| liked Forepaugh the best. He had a good show, including
a fine herd d elephants. There was one ¢glted Bollvar, who
kifted seven keepers and became sa ugly Forepaugh got rid of
him by presenting him fo the Zoological garden, Philadelphia,
Jumbo, although taller; was Hghier than Bolvar, who weighed
gix tona. The Forepaugh elephant died of old age July 31,
1908, gnd for the last 12 or 15 years of ki life was kept con-
fined within a amall ihclogufe at thé Zoo, because although
he had a mild eye, he was too dangerous to permit to go un-
shackled.

“Among the features with his show waa Adum Forepaugh,
Jr., with his 4Q-korse act. The bareback riders intluged Rose
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ﬂf Kate Stokes and myaglf, then known as Pey;ﬂ ODell

da Jedl, the hurricane rider; Rose and Martin
tortionisls. President Grant was a great friend o ths- Pro-
8@ and always attended f 2 9H & ~af the Forepaugh *
cus at Broad and Dauphin streets, Philadelphia.
_The semson of 1878 and 1879 | travelled with a circus in
exido; returning to tfie United States to join the F: T. Bar
pum show in 1820, That was the year of the white elephants.
Barnum, Forepaugh snd the Batcheller and Dariz circuses
had white elephants; none of them was, however, genuine.
This revelation will be news to manv of the old-time eircus
The ‘sacred white elephant from Siam’ whieh was the
drawing ecard of ‘the greatest show an earth’ was first made
whité by a coat of paint zf Bridgeport, Cozn., and additional
coats applied az fgund necessary from time to time
the season on the road.
“With the Barnum circus, I used in y riding zzi a
beautiful white Arabian horse named Silver Tall My cob-
tumes wers of white, pink, blué and lavender and

with gold spangles.
“Barnum was a good man te work for and there was

the firm conditions echanged. e insisted upon hone?
advertising the aftrastioms of the show., He also banished

the pad riders and engaged only bareback riders, He prig-
inated one feature that for g time caused dissension

srmagpd,  Thxl was the cook tent, which

. oo
avoided and weni to hotels, Barnum smoothed matters over

by th payment of higher salaries and making the ptemi of the
cook tent equal 1o that of the bent hotels,

“Among the remarkable acts with the Barnum Show
were Satsuma and Lifije All Higit in the Siide for Life;
Charles W, Fish, ili¥ famous bareback iider, Millie Victori,
velocipede rider on ihe high wiré; William Irwin, head bal-
ancer on the trapeze; the Elliott Family of Bicycle Riders;
Bird Millman, high wire 2sijst, and the Snows, roller skaters,

“T'wo of 1 attractions with the sideshow of the Bar-
num eircus th were all they were represented to be were
Captain — Constentenous, the tattooed Greek and Cianf.

- Ruth Goshen, tha giant. Both were imported from Europe.
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Captain Constentenous, was a noble Greek Albanian. He wWai
tattoned from head to foot im Chinese Tartary for engaging
In against the kipg, ‘prolonged and horrible ageny
of thia combination ¢f barbaric art and vengeance,' the eir-
sus bl annmounced, *Deceasliating over 7,000,000 blood pre-
ducing punstures of thé quivering flesh.” The designa upon
his body Induded tigers; llons, snakes and other animals.
Barnum was accustomed vertise that Be would give $50,-
000 far the prodpetion of = aa extensive and perfeet a piece
o tattooing or for the correct deciphering of the HLierpzly-
upo. ostentenous’ body. When first exhibited, the
public fes: Barnum -wag imposing another fake upon the
people of the United States, <sfger mush controversy, Cog-
tentenous proncunged — By a committee & &<
tigts and clergymen, including Tr. Oliver Wendell Edlriga,

“Colonel the Palestlne glant, was born {n Jer-
May & 1887, and was seven fest glg inches high.
Bainum advertised Him as ‘the taMest, thé largest and the
strongest man Of modern Hmes’ Goshen’s father was only
three inches shorter than the Colonel and the mother waa
‘taller than the father. Ia early boyhood, Goshen was sent
to Great Britain and served with distinction in the Crimean
war as captain 0f artillery, coming from the battlefleld to
Barnum about 1876. His death cccurred in 1887,

“It wag a practice of Barnum {0 introduce his sideshow
freaks in the concert or aftershow. No other circus did this
until he inaugurated this custom. As an Indunecement for
people to rémaln after the regular clreus pérformance at a
slight, cost, It waa quite effective.

“After leaving the Barnum circus, | filled engagéments
with a number of gtagller affairs, and then returmed to Bar-
num and Bailey far several seasons, My 1sit appearance
with this fameug circus firm was in 1894. My father had
died in 1890 and mother disposed of the property and moved
te Boston, which not helng teo faf from Newn York for nie,

to be our heme. At the time of my father’s déasfh 1
was with the eireis in the South. After my mothér located
in Boston, I continued to fill circus engagements in the — rn -
mer a3 d spent the winters with her. I was with ths cireus
when I was ealled from the road by the sickness 6f my
mather, | felt that ny place was by ha side and wemi home
te care for het, | did not realize then that It was a fatal
lliness and that 1 weuld never return to the sawdust
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She ws#s an invalid for six years, before deith relieved her
suffering.

“At the time I lsfi the circus, I was rehearsing an act which
I believed would have pmved a sensation. A novelty it-ger-
tainly was, nothing of the kind ever having heen done up i
that time Of since by any bareback rider It waz to somer-
sault from ons burgs to another going in opposite directions
around the ring. I Lad the first part of the act—leaping fram
one horse {5 the other without the somersault—down to per-
foction. | had two beautiful horses for the act. The one
was a white horse and the other a calico chestnut and witie.
The one was named Boneta and the other, Beauty. In order
to practice the somersault, I had to wait until I went to the
training barn, wheré thefe was a ‘spider’ to save me from
accidents. But my mother’s sickness and death prevented
me from perfecting the zet, T realized that after an absence
of six years f#¢ni the circus ring | woiild be unable to return.
No one affer that length ¢f time has staged a4 successful
come-back. |t cannot be donE. After the musSalés dnd

have hecome set, they cannot be used as they had beem. A
rider must keep tiiem pliable bv constant practice. Ii is
thé same with the acrobat and contortionist.”

f the riders of her day, Mrs. Wood says Josie DeMott
was the best of the women. She has never seen May Wirth,
whi is generally conceeded it B without a peer among the
present day female bareback riders.

“From what I have read of hg# act and from \\/e billing,”
said Mre. Waod, “T would say fhat it resembles that of Miss
DeMott, whe was unequalled among the women riders of my
day. She was # star performer for many years with thi
Barmitn and Balley circus. Miss DeMott left the sawdust
ring for a number of years, them ~ a comeback, buf
met with an accident and hiad to give up. The Stokes sisters
were also remarkable riders and were the first women to
do a carrying act.

“To my miifnd, Fish waz by all means the best of the
male riders, Some make {lig claim for James Robinson, hit
good as he was, Fish was befter. Fish eould do tricks that
Robinson never pretended to do, He was g really womb-
ful rider. -»  somersaults over four fool banners @
through hoops, together with his other tricks werg amazing.
He was a fine-looking marm; had g perfect figure and was
grace personified. I would call Robinson the next hegt rider
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among the Man. His skipping rope oh horseback was a great
feat and 'worthy of mention because it was new, but his
other tricka were about the same as any other male rlder.
William Showles wzs another fine bareback rider af whom
It was sald he ¢ould make a moust from the rifg ‘“without
pulling Bair; meaning grabbing the horse’s mane. Showles
was good-looking In tights and had his own stock, as did
Tigh and Robinson. He died in April, 1924, at Bellevne Hos-
pital, New York city, at the age of 60, practically penniless
anid almost forgotten. There were a number 0f other riders
I would call good. There was young Addie Forepaugh, son
of the ecircus owner. He waz a fine bareback rider in addi-
tlon t¢ being a horse iraimer.

“I suppose you would llite to hear of some Of the famous

irafners of t he past with whom Y was acquainted and
who were coneégdsd to be the best in t1he business. There was
Gadrge Artingstall, the elephant trainer e was with the
PForepgughi ghow, when | first met him. Artingstall was a ri-
markable trainer. He cemtrolled the grest beasts by kind-
ness. The last tine | heard of him was whén he was with
the Barnum and Balléy show at the time Jutiiho wag killed in
Canada. I have been told that he lost hiy mind and was
placed in an ssylum. Another smart trouper gene.

" An exceptional woman animal trainer was Millie Adgee
with her lions, leopards and panthers. She was a very pretty
and petite lady, ‘Her peseg with the great cats were certainly
wonderful, But her occupation was a dangerous one. Many
times she was ¢lawed by her animal pupils. The last tifme
was in Cinelnnéti; when she was disfisured for life. She
never appeared again in publis,

“Here is a story about Scotty, the caretaker of Len, an old
and very large lion in the Barniim éirens: Ligv showed by his
actions that aomieihing was wrong: He appeared to be in
great pain and t he trouble was with his paw. Secoity said he
would find ant. He went In the capge whers Leo lay in
agony. He looked at the foot. Thé cushien wap all swollen
and full of pus. Scotty asked for & canvas needle. Théy all
said Leo wounld turn apen Scotty, but the caretaker oponed the
len's foot, pressed the pus out and removed a sliver nearly
an inch long, that Leo got from the bottom of the cage. After
thé offending paw was washed and dressed, Léo licked Heot-
ty’s hand and rubbed up against hie body like a eai. Xwo was
very ugly, if any one but Seotty went into the cage to clean
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it, But he Scotty.
must ntt forget the great Jack Bomavita, trainer of
lin# and t4gara, Jack had a beautiful specimen of Royal Bén-
zal &), s ferocious, sulky beast that wag ot to be trusted.
The tig‘er was named Baltimore. While doing hia tricks, Balti-
more would snarl and spit, watching for a to
upon his trainer. Whenever Jack went cage, was
and the irons, heated % a r&il hest, were kept
an emergency. He handled Baltimore for many years. Whils
with the Forepaugh show, | have henrd the performers say to
him: “Be careful, Jack. Baltimore will get you. He is sulky
today.,” The trainer would laugh and reply: ‘Not if I m ik
first.”

“Jack was fearless, but with the Barnum circus &ije day
California Baltimore ended the career of this Hiaye man.
His last words after thew got him out of the eage were:

“ ‘Baltimore got me."

“The big tiger was never handled by any ene again, but

married, and her sister, Minnie Warren, are familiar to the
older They were of Barnum’s travelling U -
seum =g early as fie 5% of the last century. One day the
. museum came i Mechaniesville, . Y., where my grandmoth-
er made:a fortune by the manufacture of apruce beer. People
came for miles around to buy famous bier ang:
cakes. ¢ numbered among her patrons such -well-Erigwn per-
aonages as the Vanderbilts, the Goulds, of New York and the
Drexels of Philadelphia, who weare yearly visitors at Saratoga
Springs, the famed summer resort of years ago. Well, what I
was going to say was that when the gquartet of midgets came to
grandma's for the beer and cakes, Tom Thumb slipped away

and they him upon the stiol feeding catnip to dead
fish to bring them to Iife; The general was reslly not very
bright. I have heard sy Grandmother Eurtel tell times
' of this iticident.
“Later, when I was with the Barnum circus, T thes
little people T found Mrs. Tém Thumb a most lovable httle
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“As his name implies;” zaid Mrs. Woogd, “Patterson was
a native of Ireland, He came to the Undted States about 1879
and rémgined several seasons, firgt appearing with the =~
and Bailey cirens angd later with Batcheller and Doris. Patter-
son had po schooling and could neither redd mayr Writs, bet
was a pleasing singer and jester. Many of his songz were
original and very popular with audiences. A favorite was
“Bridget Donghue,” which Patterson ususily sang as an encore

(h. Bridget Donahue, I really do |ove you.

Although |'m im America, to yen L will be true.

Oh, Bridgéet Donahue, I'll tell you what Il do,

You take the name of Patterson and I'll take Donahue.

Patterson’s death occurred in 1888, He died ON the circus
grounds, having refused to gy to a hospital. A physician who
attended him, fteénding t cheer him up, said ‘Good-by,
Johnny, T'1! ses you in the morning.’ ‘Maybe you will,’ way
Johnny’s reply, ‘but will | ses you? When the deector came
neitf day, Patterson was dead. A son, also knewn by the name
of Johnny Patterson, foliowed in HLis father’s footsteps as a
cireus clown and was still in the profession a few years ago.”

After her mother’s death, Mrs. Wood realized her days
as an equestrienne were at ax end and gave up all idea of return
ing to the circus. Then she married. Her husband was g non-
professional. He died in 1915. A bequest from her mnther
and seme insurance ON hier husband's lifeleft Mrs. Wood pro-
vided with money for a time: Bai the high eust & living durs

and since the war, sickness and other causes played havoce
with hér tunds and she has been compelled f¢ seek shelter
for ha remaining days in the Boston Home.

When Mrs. Wood as a girl joined the Dan Eiee cireus,
she received five dollaxs a week salary and was proud to gef
it; she says. She soon received an increase and when ghe left
him ler salary was $48 a week. AT the time she quit Barnum
and Bailey her salary waa $75 a week,

“If you had jgur life {0 Hve aver again,” Mrs, Wood wag
asked, "wiould you do the pame thihg—ur awsy to become
a bareback rider?”

“Yes, | would,” was the emphatic reply. “I suppose it is
the spirit of We trouser, but | would not be satisfied ouiside
t he white tops If | were young, | would choose the same life.
True, it was hard in the days, but the ontdoer lite was
beneficial. 1 wever was il freafsd. | have been scolded for
making thé seme mistake many times or if I was careless
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The Difficulties of Selecting Music for tho Performance.
(Alta, Culifornia, 1886)

“Once a ipn gets into the life of g circus band,” said the
Iegdei, “and accustomed to its hard work, he likes it, and very
few care to leave | again for the casual and chance engage-
ments of unattached musicians. Even if they were so fortun
ate as to get places in regular theaire orchestras they wonld
have their dull season each year, and, when at work undér
urion rates, wonld only get 52.56 a performa.nce out of which
they would have to pay their personal expériges, so that they
would Be no better off than in a circus. Then, there is no
small sttraetion in the travel, excitement, open-air life and
variety of & circus. Stifie df our circus band men go on play-
ing until they are quite old.

“It is thé duty of the leader {0 select arid arrange the
mingle far Bis band in a cireus just the same as any other
bénd, et the elréus leader has much the hardest work to do.
In the first place he must have sueh an immense guantity of
mmusie, as you readily conceive. But still more difficult
o7 him, ¥ he does not thoroughly understand the clreus bugi-
ness, is t he selection of the particular airs that will fit {p the
various performances in the ring. That would not be so hard
to do if there was only one ring and ene performance in it at
a tims, et when you have from three to fivé various perform-
ANCEE going on simultaneously, you don't |t 80 easy to pick
out music that will trump in or follow suit with them all.

“If there are tweg or three riding acts simultaneously, it

will h& comparatively to fit but when you have
things going on upen the ground and in the air at once yon
must be very eareful or you will your horses or your

people gut. Then you have to know which one of the 15t is
mogt important te whidh you will have to play,

others secondary, but serving them as well as possible at the
same time: For instance, when the starg are doing their
really wonderful triple trapesé act, though there are three
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other sets going at the same $ime, | have to pley for the stars
and must contral the time and fores of the musie to suit them.
% principal sounds hig bell £hé band has to play pian-
issimo, for that is the signal that he 15 about to speak & word
af direction or warning to the girls, and his voice piust bé
heard. And when one O their astounding feats has been per-
formed, the band must break |out with a fortissimo crash,
blending with the roar of dpplause from the audience. No
matter whera the writer of the music gy put his diminuendos
or cxescendos; I have to play it that way whether the
come unrecognizable or not, I may sait: the o t h performers
or mot, and whether people say ‘how badly the band plays that
alr* or ngt, for it may be a question of limb, if not of life, o
have la done in just that way.
“Here thére is so maech careful training, and @ have ta
adapt the time to the horses, to a certain degree, but still the
accent must be kept, and ihat is enough to make a
very gtropg family resemblance between tunes, enough to
©  many people say ‘@zme old tune.’ The elephants #zd the
trained stallions require to have always the #ame musie, O if
not nearly the same, then so very near {u it that the animals
cannot recognize any difference. OF cotirse we do work in
changes on them, but ot gbriipt ones, for ths American
publié will net stand the same thing all the timie, N0 NA—
what th preferences d the animals m abks: When!| w~ |n
England séven years ago Hengler's band was playing the
mpgls for menage and trick #ets that they had played
for seven years before, and I have po doubt they are playing
the same pieces now. That wauld be Hiely to breed a riot in
coudry, I think."

e

sy

Translated from the French of Le Rouwe & Garnier's
YACROBATRE AND MOUNTEBANKRS”
Donated by G. A. SEVERANGCE
| retain amongst the recollections of m¥ provincial child-

hood, the remembrance of ai annual festival, in itself noisy
, and marvelous, and even New, when | close Iy eyes, I can
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the brightness of its lamps.

Every year, at Saint Miche], the mionth whex ths clear
heaven 18 spotted with ¥ites, | one aguere of the old city, by
the side of the paved road by which the Paris formerly
passed with sonorous af* the whip, % palace of new
‘platiks would rise in a fow as light as a hotisé of cards.
Enormous placards on every wall announced the arrival of g
grand ¢ireus consisting of fifty *horses and one hundred and
fifty artists.

For some weeks beforekand our boyish hearts wers M--
iously disturbed, @, after school-hours, Wwith books
under our arms, walking like truant schoolboys, we went
enjoy, throngh the half-open doors: Of the etabiés; tha intoxi-

grigll of horses, blended with the scent of fresh saw-
dust gnd the perfume of musk which turns the braing of men.
And thén; peeping through the chinks between the badly ~ t
ting: planks, we: would watgh, in the half light d the circus,
the rehearsals of the beautiful equestrians for whom our youth-
#ul hearts were bedting, as najive and courageous % those gf
their own horses.

At last some morning ‘tha passers-by would see on
the placards atinguticement of a gala performance. “The .
professors of the college and the pupils of the Lycee will honor
this eptertainment by their presence.”

It was on one of these evenings, now aimost twenty years
ago, that I first saw and 1oved poor Eniille Loisset, before her
success in Paris and Vieniis, when ghé made debut in
Haute Beole, and played in & pantomime disguised as Prinee
Charming, with her sister Clotilde, now gx Hungarian prin:
cess. H@r touching story 4 S been related by Philippe Dary] fx
his charming novel | a Petite Lambton. At fhat " Emilie
was not more than eighteen years old, and she was the most
charming greature IN the world. Still har eyes and her
wote & curiously Melgnchioly expression, I learni afterwards
that the Mmost flattering success could never dispel thé instine-
tive distrust of life, thé romantie fancy for gloomy a—
which afterwards léd her fo [T).da house exactly @@&&
the little cemetery Of Maisons-Laffitte.

Sha was buried |N it two a.fteg she had heen carried
from the gircus mutilated and crushed by the g
which, {i refusing a jump, kiad fallen upon her, of Bew hores

Forgive me for this chapter %y evoking the iél-
ancholy smilsg of one wha is NO More. But L owe this tributes
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to Emilie Loisset; for it is tg{;nugh her, that, as a child, |
received the first revelation of the beatty »f a woman on
horseback, ¢f tiie ariisiis union of the two moa perfeglear-
vilineal forms iii creation—the horse adding & th%
woman by the of itg stature, the womsan daringly
poised on the animal like a wing,

= But long and serious work, both for the equestrian and
the horse, has preceded this harmonious union. Althengh
the woman and the animal have acquired the habit of con-
quering difficulties t9gether, and have even affained perfect
wndpen of will and obedience, yet they have each studied
alone, slowly reaching that perfection, that confidence in thelr
gwi powers, which produce the success of their

It is important that the varlous phases of this education
should be definied at once. The studies of the equestrians of
the Haute Feale, the highest form of trajning for horse and
rider, differ completely from thoss of the pad equestrian,
whilst the lessons given to performing horsez differ equally
frem these Of the Haute Eedla.

France possesses the legendary trainer of performing
horses, M Léyal. For thirty-five years Hé has introddced his
pupils to the publie, M. Franconi possesses an old mare—
la mere Tulipe—twenty-two yemra old, who was trained under
his whip. Every year M. Loyal undertakes seme new pupils,
and enlarges thé sphere Of his conquests. He s so certain
of his own preeminence that he takes mo trouble f¢ conceal
his method. e has often invited me to his rehearsals, and
I have met fellow workers there who had gone, like myself,
« #o legtn Ram him. One day M. Loyal even gave one of us
;. & short essay on the #ubjest of his woerk, which has since
been published. )

The horse, in the opinion of the eeclébrated trainer, is me
of the dullest animals created; it has but one faculty, memory:
On this account it must b& forced in learn its tricks by the
aid of the curb and whip; they are imprinted fn its memory
Tiw the whip if it resists, and by presents of carrots if it obeys.
On these terms every horse ¢an be trained, but it is well un-
derstood thaf eertain breeds, sush #s Arabian and German
horses frem 6l Prussia, are easier té tach than any others,
and also thet the animal’s age is of great importance. I
must NOt he either teo young ortoo o d the best educations
are given hetween five and seven years old, Befars that age
the harse 4 fog excitable, tdg nervous; he gi@fsg confused.
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Later than that his musicles are not sufficiently flexible.

The A B ¢ of education consists in rendering the hors:
familiar with the arena, making it go round regularly and
stop at a given signal. To teach it this first lesson, M. Loyal

the inte the circus and plages it $o4he
palisade, whilst ke goes into the centre of the ring. In hig
left hand he hiclds a long leash, which has heep passed through
the cUrb or cavesson—everyone knows that thig is & semi-
cirele of iron armed with g sharp point, which ig placed
the nose 0 the horse. Im his right hand he helds a whip,
whilst an assistant, armed with a strong riding whip, is
cealed behind Hie animal. In this position the trdiner utters
a call, then lightly pulling the horse; forces it to wall, If it
resists the assistant gives |t a blow with the whig, if it obeys
it receives a ezrret fiem its master as a reward, ter three or
four turns round the arena. To make |t stop, the trainer
suddenly cimchks the whip in %ia pupil's faie, whilst tha ax
sistant throws himself | n front of it.

The same method is nséd in teaching a horss to leap. Ft
iz placed in front of g barrier, and is enccuraged to jump over
it by voice and gesture; If it refuses, the ssslstant gives it a

of higws on the croup with his whip. If it jumps,
ever-ready carrot ia its reward.

To make it point, the ring-master has simply to
hitpself squarely in front of the Liorae, to shake hlSridmg -whip
with the J&ft hand, whilst he ergeks his long whip the
right.

But although the horse learns these tricks with compara-
tive facility, a great effort i& required befors he can bea taught
to kneel. The trainer ig oblized {0 resort to sorprise A
bracelet is attached to the two fore pasterns just above the,
hoof, and a cord is attached to it by one end, the other
held by the trainer. Suddenly M. Loyal atirfcts the attention
of the horse by a sharp cry; at the same time he shakes its
confidence by # pull at the ¢ird and a vigorous blgw on its
shoulder. In a ghort time the horse kneels down st the mas-
ter’s call without being tripped or coerced in any way.

Next to this achievement, the most difficult feat is teach-
ing a horse the trick of changing feet. This requires fully
a year of patience. The animal is led into the arena and
commences its usual exercise round it. The trainer allows
it to settle quietly into its stride, then abruptly, with a touch

the whip cleverly applied, he tries to break’ its pace; that
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.thie horse is allowed to gallop round thé ring once or twice,
then it is checked again to make it return t¢ its former g}é{a&.
When the animal understands what.if ought te dé¢ at the te

of theé whip, instead of completing the turn round

on one foot, it is forced to change at the half round. After-
wards it iz omly allowed a quarter turn, then only three or
four steps without changing, and lastly exnly twb. The ho—
thus appears to d ~ @the polka when jt performs to musle;
which accompanies ard follows its movements.

The ring-master usually chooses & well-bred horse from
amongst the animals trained in this way, and broken,
for initiation into the haute ecole.

No one will #xpeét me bg discuss here the principles of
this training, nor even the theorles of eireus horsemanship. I
refer the reader to the special treatises written upon the gub-
ject B¥ men in the profession, particularly to the fine book
“Wwhieh the historian of aspoit, Baron @@ Vaux, has published
under the title of LES HOMMHAS DE CHEVAL. | especially
reoommend the perusal Of the chapter consecrated to the Fran-
cont £amily: It contains an account Of how Laurence Fram-
coni tﬁ;xfhl; the present manager of the two tireuses the prin:
ciples of the Schdel of Versailles, whilst treeing good honss-
manship from t he superfluities in use in the ttme of Pluvinel.
Laurente Franconi wished for a less formgl, less studied style
of horsemanship. The introduction into France of English
horgeés trained In the hunting-field and ON the race-course, and
the re-organization of the cavalry, had demonstrated tpe nec-
essity Of preparing horses for greater freedom d action. It
was realized that good riding did mef consist merely IN fore:

& horse to show off and fire itself uselessly in obtaining a
. , but [N well calculating the strength of
‘. steed, | n husbanding its forces, and regulating itS paces. It
was at last recognized that t he ideal horse of the haute ecole
ghonld be easy im itz belance and in its artifical paces under
the guidance of g ridér, and that on hisside the rider should
ohly use the fore# necessary to maintain this balance, and
secure the execution of the airs of t he heute ecole;

- On these principles Laurence Franconi trained BLANCHE
NORMA, and HECTOR; Vieior Francend, his son, trained
FRISETTE, AJAX, WAVERLY, and BRILLANTE; and Char-

Franconi, his grandson, educated REGENT and MOSCOU.
remember being present zt We Cireus d'Bte durlng one
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of Moscows rehearsals, riddes by Mdile. Marguerite Dudlay.
The lttle empty elreus was illumined by & red light, the re-
flection of the April sun upon t he velvet of the benches.
Charles Franconi was watching the work of the equestrian
and her horse. |t was & Russian stallion, beautifully ghaped
and very glegant; in its veins it showed the vigour of the
Slav-blood, full of revolt, excitement; passion, and violence,
veiled by affected gentleness, lost in compliance with its rid
ar's will,

A ring-master, armed with a whip, held the horse in front
of a barrier which he gradmally raised. Withiout any apparent
effort Malié, Dudlay lifted the gra#id quivering beast over the
bar. The young girl was bareheaded, ahd her hair had fallen
down with the shoeck 8he was a charming pieture in her
dangerous leaps, with her long wavy hair flowing over her
stignlders.

After the rehearsal | went up to her to speak about her
horses. She wag very fond of them, and would Eot allow them
to He scolded. They were her friends.

““Moscon is €0 gentlemanly!” she sald, me the
horse, which an attendant was leading awgy covered with
foam. “Hg has such good manners!”

_ Apd in a Iow tone she gwned to NME that she preferred
hini td Regent, a grey of classie beauty, mueh more rélisble
than Y¥is comrade—loyal, vigorous, and brave: but he replae
ed coaxing by a'military deportnent, the eorreet stifiness of
an, officer.

“No doubt | am unjust,” said Milte, Dudley, "but how
can 1 help it?Moscon 4xid | love gich other.”

That |S' the secret of t he HAUTE ECOLE as well as of
everything else. Habif and skill are insufficient—love is
necessary téo. |t is through leve of the little hands whieh
caress their nwcks that these great horses throwr all their
energies into leaps which exhaust them; it 18 love
that they humilitate themselves, iliat they kneel down. For
my own pgri, | know meo grander spectacle, no more spiritual
combination, mo triomph more admirable of mental over
physical foree.

It is almost unnecessary to add that these instances &f
perfect harmony are the exception, not the rule. The little
“mashers” in white ties and dress-coats who encuniber the

to tha ring, and surround the equestrian ag she
mounts Hér saddle, “Bravo!” -and “TRES CHIG!Y at
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every movement She makes, h 0 p by their eagerness, by them
exclamations, to pose as horsey men 11 the eyes o the crowd;
but they never imaging the duplicity of which they are thg
victims nineteen times out of twenty.

There are, In fact, twa different categories of equestriaus
of the HAUTE ECOLE; first t he wives, daughters, and sisters
of the eiréus managers, whio are placed On a horse trainéd in
the establishment at an early age. Leét uS softly add that
these subjecls are nearly always, to quote an expression of M.
MgoHer, “Les fruits sees du panneau.” (Those who are too
old for thé pad). |t sometimes ogeurs also that a wesl-to-do
manager, who thinks of marrying his daunghter in the BOUR-
GEOISIE—GI aven in the aristocracy—hesitates to exhibit the

nggnl In the semi-wndity of tights. He is afratd of darn-
|ng e frturs husband. This kaa happened with sevéril ac-
complished equestrians like the W e Emills Loisset, and, at
the present moment, Mdlle. Renz.

As A rule, ths equestrian 6f the HAUTE ECOLE is a
pretty girt who wishes to appear In & elre¢us, and who has
found some ONE to minister to her vanity. This “some one”
mingt be rich—very rich. The horsewoman in gquestion must
take with hér three iiained horses—two of the
ECOLE, and one leaper. This trio of horses cogts a
deal. ¥ is only in a eircus that they ean be obiained ready
0 work with a woman, snd the trade in them is a speciality
of German, circuses. Old horses trained in the HAUTE ECOLE
vegular as clocks in thelr movements, Mmay be found there for
sale at Prom 10,000 6 15,000 francs each. The walue of the
l];illse sometimes even raises to 20,000 francsif it has a gaod
tall,

A few weeks work suiffee to "adapt™ —another expression
Molier, fo whom I owe the revelation 0 all these secrets—a

mediocre equestrian to one of these mechanienl horses.
The animal, annoyed by its bad rider, who shuffles an her
saddle, does Not perforin one-half 6f thé work whith the mgxy
has tanht him. But the publlc does nbi know this, and the
would-be sportsmen who adorn the entrance {0 the ring open
admiring eyes when the pretty girl assures theni, from the
superior height of her saddle; that ‘she trained the horse her-

These frank explanations will probably make many pret-
ty enemies for me; but, at least, they axght to assure "you
@i thé sincerity of the adminratwn and respect which I profess



ments is 50 Important that now the mwost popular égnes
possess their own horses, and insist upon the manager
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standing upon the galloping herse. Each time she leaped the

animal wag startled and changed its feot; this prodmeed an

movement of the shoulder, which sent Mille. Rossi

back into the srens. The young girl was obliged to recom-

- mence a dozen times before she succeeded in it, amidst the ap-
plause Of t he audience.

This wonderful equilibrium 4 only acquired by great B—
tlee and much patience. ¥ou may see an amusing performance
at the Nouveau Cirque styled a “Riding Lesson” on the pro-
gramme. The stablemen place g large gibbet, whith moves on
its own axis, in the centre of the arena. From the am of
this apparatns a ring, attached to & cord, Liangs above the
ring-master, who is on horseback The other end of the soid
is attached te the pupil’s waist. ¥ou will 4% once realize thé
amusement which is derived from the awkward movements of
the gibbet. The man in the black coat, who wished to tuke a
riding-lesson, i left swimming in the air, whilst the fhores g3l
lops on the other side of the arena. But at the rehearsals of an
artist, the gibbet manoeuvres with more circumspection, and
it has very gemerally replaced the eotd, which was formerly
fastened o one side ti the popil’s waist-belt and held by the
riding-master &t the other end, whilst 1t passed in the middle
through a ring hanging from the ceiling.

The first time that an equestrian, supported in thig man-
ner, takes a lesson on the pad, she is made to gallop in a seitt-
ing posture until she IS thoroughly accustomed to the move-

s, menfa of the horge. Then she I herself upon one ks

“Yefore shie stands upright, her shoulder turned inside the flrg,
between, the horge and the master. The equestrian then grad-
ually rises to her feet, and performs upon the pad all the steps
that she has acquired in the dancing academy. 'The inun whe
has #8llowed the same classes with he¥, now #dds t o her work
the attitudes amd movements of an acrobat; together they
perforta the PAS DE DEUX and the vaulting acts which am-
ateurs delight in.
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But although these vaulting actp, this springing “
hoops, may charm thé public, théy are a wviolent, war ——
performance, which e= rouse the 2dminration of the
only. Askthe real artists, like Jenny O'Brien, what they think
af these acrobatic exercises. They will not hesitate td
you that #f these leaps are a sure way of winning applause,
thigy are the worst zmethed of satisfying the conscience gf an
artist,

At the same {ime, if it be true that danger defied adds
somep dignity to the effort made, then the warmest express-
ions of public sympathy are due {0 pad equestrians, Perhaps
no one Will be surprised to learn thei, accerding to statisties,
cireus-riders are more frequently killed than even gymnastsThe
reason i& that an accident is not produeed by an unfortunate
physical cause only, O by the disiraetion of one second; a

take of the tiorse may kill the man who is riding it.

During the years that I frequented the Parigian circuses, |
-was once present at a cruel accident.

An squestrlan, named Prince was performing at the @fp-

@’Ete & vaulting aet on two herses, which were leaping

the man was thrown forward upon his head. The assistants
at onee rushed towards him and covered the body with a
mantle. |t was carried out, and M. Loyal, in a chocked Vdies,
but with a smiile on his lips, ¢came forward and said:

“It {8 nothing, ladies and gentlemen—a silght accident. M.
Prinee begs that the publie will excuse him.”

The truth was that the rider had been kitled on the spot—

5 had brokei 4|S meek. And whilst a number of clowns
tumbled into the ring, reassuring thé public by their jokKes,
... wife and ehildren were weeping over hiy body in the
great whitewashed room, whers the reine of the performing
donkeys were hanging on the walls side by glde with the
clowns wigs, training whips, and spangled tights.



Have you véd# that interesting Hooklet by Joy Teel,
the al@ Circus Man.
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